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Seciety-Hall, zd March 1796. 
Ar a General Quarterly Meeting of the So- 
ciety held this day, the Rev. Doctor Erſkine 
roſe and ſtated, that notwithſtanding the length 
of time that this charitable inſtitution has ſub- 
ſiſted, —the very full and particular accounts 
which from time to time, have been publiſhed 
concerning its proceedings,—the gradual 1n- 
creaſe of its funds, and the various important 
purpoſes to which they have been applied 3 
and notwithſtanding the many ſubſtantial proofs 
which they have all along, and particularly of 
late, obtained of the confidence of the Public z 
and that he himſelf, and he believed every 

A. perſon 


j 


„ 


perſon thoroughly acquainted with the manage- 
ment of its affairs, had the fulleſt conviction of 
the wiſdom, diſintereſtedneſs and zeal, with 
which they have been, and are now conducted; 
yet that very miſtaken ideas haye been circulat- 
ed concerning the extent of the funds of the 
Society, — the objects to which they are ap- 
plied.— the rules by which the application of 
them is reſtricted, and the general effect of the 
labours of the Society upon the civil and reli- 
gious intereſts of the Public. 

Dr Erſkine further ſtated, that theſe obſer- 
vations chiefly referred to the Committee of 
Directors, and thoſe who under them conduct 
the buſineſs of the Society,—and although from 
his perſonal knowledge, having been forty years 
a member of it, and frequently in the direction, 
its affairs never were conducted with more pru- 
dence and more indefatigable attention, than 
within theſe laſt ten years; yet it was fit that 
Reports to the prejudice of the Directors or the* 
Officers of the Society, ſhould be prevented 
from making an impreſſion upon the public 
mind ;—and for this purpoſe, that the General 
Meeting ſhould inftitute a thorough inveſtiga- 
tion into the funds of the Society ;—the various 


_ objects to which their revenue is applied, —the 
rules 
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rules by which the Directors are guided in the 
application of it, the manner in which the 
buſineſs of the Society in general is conducted, 
and the effects, as far as they can be aſcertain- 
ed, of the labours of the Society in thoſe coun- 
tries to which they are directed. 

He moved therefore, that the General Meet- 
ing would appoint a Committee of their num- 
ber, to make the inveſtigation propoſed, and to 
report the iffue to the next General Meeting; 
and that that General Meeting, if they ſhall 
approve of the Report, ſhall order it to be print- 
ed for the ſatisfaction of the Public. 

The above motion being ſeconded by the 
Rev. Doctor Hunter, and maturely conſidered 
by the General Meeting, they did unanimouſly 
approve of, and agree to the fame. And they 
appointed as a Committee for the purpoſe ſpe- 

cified in Doctor Erfkine's motion, the Sub-Com- 
mittee on Accounts, compoſed of the nn 
Members, viz. 


David REID, Eſq. one of the Commiſſioners 
of the Cuftoms. 
Anpxew HamiLtos, Eſq, Deputy Comptrol- 
ler of Excile, 
Jawzs Boxan, Eſq. Deputy Solicitorof Exciſe. 
James 


EE 4-3 
Jamzs HALDANE, Eſq. late in the ſervice of 


the Honourable Eaſt India Company, —and 
Jonx GLoas, Eſq. Merchant in Edinburgh. 


To theſe Gentlemen were added by the 
| General Meeting, 


Six WiLLiam Forss of Pitſligo, Bart. 

The Rev. DocTor HunTER, Profeſlor of Di- 
vinity in the Univerſity of Edinburgh. 

ALEXANDER Bonar, Eſq. Banker in Edin- 
burgh,—and | 

WILLIAM Inn, Eſq. Merchant | in Leith. 


And the General Mention appoint the ſeveral 
Officers of the Society to attend the above 
Committee at their meetings ;—to furniſh the 
Books and Papers which they may find neceſ- 
fary, and to give them all needful information 
concerning the objects of their appointment, 
leaving it to the Committee to name their own 
Conveener. 

And they appoint the above named Commit- 
tee to prepare with all convenient ſpeed, a Re- 
port, containing, ½, A full and accurate ſtate- 
ment of the funds of the Society, the various 
ſources from which they ariſe, the manner in 
wary they are ſecured, and the reſpective pur- 

poſeg 
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poſes to which they are deſtined by the will of 
the Donors. 

2dly, The Expenditure of the Society, includ-. 
ing the various objects to which their funds are 
applied, as well fixed and ſtated, as caſual and 
incidental, as far as they can be aſcertained. 

34ly, The manner in which the buſineſs of the 
Society is conducted, and the effects both civil 
and religious, which they have reaſon to believe, 
have reſulted to the Public from the labours of 
the Society.——And 

Laſtly, That they prepare ſaid Report, with 
all convenient ſpeed, to be laid before a Gene- 
ral Meeting of the Society. 


REPORT 


EF 


REPORT or TY E COMMITTEE. 


Tan Committee, fully aware of the importance of 


the duty impaſed upon them by the General Meeting, 


have endeavoured with diligence and fidelity to fulfil 
the truſt which it infers ; and now beg leave to ſub- 
mit to the General Meeting the reſult of their inveſti- 


gation, 


They ſhall firf ſtate the Rock of the Society as it 
now exiſts, and the revenue arifing from it, with the 
ſeveral purpoſes to which it 1s deſtined by the will of 
the donors. 

Secondly, The various objects to which it is actually 
applied by the Directors, together with ſuch obſerva- 
tions as have occurfed to them upon conſidering theſe 
objects; and, under this head, they ſhall enquire how 
far ſome objeftions which have been ſtated to the pro- 
ceedings of the Directors, and the rules by which they 
are reſtricted, are well founded. And, 

Thirdly, They ſhall give ſome account of what they 
have found to be the manner in which the Directors and 
Officers of the Society habitually conduct its buſineſs. 


From the propoſed detail it 1s hoped that a fair view 


of the whole ſubje& will be given to their conſtituents ; 
and 


wt — 


— 


: * 


and (if they ſhall ſee proper to publiſh it) to the public 
at large. 

The members of the Society, it is to be hoped, are 
acquainted with the outlines at leaſt of its hiſtory. For 
2 full and particular account of its origin, progreſs, and 
the conduct of its affairs down to the year 1774, the 
Committee beg leave to refer to © The Account of the 
« Fociety, &c.” written by the late Alexander Belſches, 
Efq. Advocate, and publiſhed that year under the au- 
thority of the Society.-A conſiderable number of 
copies of that valuable work {till remain in the library 
of the Society, and may be had by applying to the libra- 
rian. 

The Committee alſo beg leave to refer to a more a- 
bridged hiſtory of the Society, written by their late wor- 
thy ſecretary, Dr M Farlane, and publiſhed in the year 
1783 ;—of which there are alſo copies to be had by ap- 
plying as above. 

« A brief Hiſtory of the Society” was likewiſe pub- 
liſhed laſt yearby the Rev. Dr Hunter, the Secretary of 
the Correſponding Board in London, from which much 
valuable information is to be obtained, 

Theſe publications, together with the Appendices to 


the printed Anniverſary Sermons, containing regular ac- 


countsof the proceedings of the Directors, and the reaſons 
in which they are founded, would have ſufficed, one ſhould 
have imagined, to give to the public juſt ideas of this chari- 
table inſtitution, and to prevent all miſtakes concerning it. 
But as this has not been the caſe, and very erroneous re- 
preſentations of the ſtock, and expenditure, and objects, of 

the 


Firſt Patent. 


Object of 
the Inſtitu- 
tion. 


(# 


the Society have, it ſeems, been circulated, the Committee 
are of opinion, that a ſhort but fair ſtatement of leading 
facts as to theſe objects will be ſeaſonable and proper to 
be laid before the public ; and with this view they ſhall 
endeavour, in this report, to furniſh the proper materials. 


As has been often ſtated to the public, the Society de- 
rived its origin from the benevolent ſpirit and zeal of a 
few private gentlemen in Edinburgh, who, in the be- 
ginning of the preſent century had formed themſelves in- 
to a ſociety for the reformation of manners. - They were 
deeply affeQed by. the unhappy ſituation of their coun- 
trymen in the Highlands and Iflands, ſunk in ignorance, 
and deſtitute of all means of improvement. To remedy 
this deſect as far as in them lay, they reſolyed to eſtabliſh 
ſome ſchools in ſtations where they appeared to be moſt 
immediately needful, to reſcue, if poſſible, the riſing ge- 
neration from ignorance and barbariſm, 

A ſubſcription was opened; the General Afembly 
made an act and recommendation in its favour ; a thous 
ſand pounds were raiſed. Queen Anne, by her Royal 
Proclamation, encouraged the deſign, and granted letters 
patent under the Great Seal of Scotland, for efeQing the 
ſubſcribers into a corporation. At the firſt meeting of 
the Society in 1909, a ſcheme of the inſtitution was 
formed and approved. The general object was to erect 
and maintain ſchools in ſuch parts of the Highlands and 
Iſlands of Scotland, as ſhould be thought to need them 
molt ; in which ſchools, the children of Popiſh as well 


as Proteſtant parents, ſhould be taught the Engliſh lan- 


'2 ö guage, 


„ 


e 
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guage, reading and writing, and eſpecially the principles 
of true religion. | 

Many ftations where ſchools were greatly needed, 
were then pointed out ;—but the very limited funds of 
the Society permitted them to ere& only frve. Had 
they encroached upon their capital, by appointing a 
greater number of teachers than the intereſt of it would 
maintain, their ſtock would have ſpeedily been ex- 
hauſted, and the inſtitution of ſhort duration. But 
from this ruinous mode of procedure, they were wiſely 
prohibited by their Patent, which obliged them to add 
all donations and legacies to their tc, and lay out no 
more than the intereſt in the annual expenditure. 


The importance of the objects propoſed by this cha- 
ritable inſtitution, which embraces the beſt intereſts of 
mankind both ſpiritual and temporal ;—the prudence 
and zeal with which its affairs were conducted, and the 
ſmiles of a favouring Providence, obtained for it ſuch 
credit with the public, that its funds increaſed with ra- 
pidity. 

For a particular account of their progreſs, the work 


of Mr Belſches, before referred to, may be conſulted ;— 


very Wort abſtract may here ſuffice, 
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In 1738, The Society, conſidering the deplorable ſitua- 
tion of the remote Highlands, in reſpect of induſtry, as 
well as of religion and literature, and well knowing 
that idleneſs and vice commonly go hand in hand; re- 
ſolved to apply to the Crown, for an enlargement of their 
powers, by which they might be enabled to erect ſchools, 
for the inſtruction of children, and particularly female 
children, in ſome of the moſt neceſſary and uſeful arts 


of life; and accordingly obtained from His Majeſty 


George the Feaſt, a Second Patent to that effect. 


. The Year following, viz. 


In 15390 their ca- CI. 19,289 } their 140 
In 1758 5 pital was 28,413 5 ſchools} 176 


This year the Committee far managing the Royal 
Bounty *, who had hitherto acted in concert with, the 
| : : f Society, 


* This Committee, their Funds, and the Teachers whom they 
employ, are often confounded with thoſe of the Society for'pro- 
pagating Chriſtian Knowledge, though they are eſſentially diffe- 

The Committee en, or for managing the Royal Bounty, conſiſt 
of a number of Miniſters and Elders, annually appointed by the 
General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, to diſpoſe of an 
annual Donation of L. 1600, given to them by the Crown, “ for 
e the Reformation of the Highlands and Iſlands ;”” and by which 
the Committee maintains a variety of Miſſionary Miniſters and 
Catechiſts, in ſtations where they are moſt wanted in the Highlands 
and Iſlands. 1 


En 


Society, and had appointed many of the ſchoolmaffers 
on the Society's Scheme, to act as catechiſts with ſait= 
able ſalaries on their eſtabliſhments, found themſelves 
under the neceſſity, from a deficiency of their Funds, of 
withdrawing theſe ſalaries ; — the Society were obliged 
of conſequence, to abridge the number of their ſchools. 


* 
„ 


Therefore, a 


In 1760, thongh their Capital was L. 29,113 
The number of their Schools was but 146 
In 1781, the Funds of the Society, on the 
Firſt and Second Patent, had increafed to 34,000 
And the number of their Schools on the 
Firſt and Second Patents was 180 


It cannot but afford pleaſure to every pious and bene- 


volent mind, to obſerve the progreſs of a charitable ĩn- 
ſtitation formed by a few private perſons, thus, by the 
bleſſing of God, riſing to ſuch magnitude, and to ſuch an 

extenſive ſphere of uſefulneſs. | 
Since the period laſt mentioned, the advancement of 
the Society in wealth, and, as the committee, uporſ the 
moſt authentic documents believe, in uſefulneſs, has 
been ſtill more remarkably rapid. The Committee, 
paſſing over many legacies and donations of leſs extent, 
B2. but 


This Donation was firſt given by King George the Firſt in 19255 
and has ever ſince been annually continued. The Teachers, whe». 
ther Miſſionaries or Catechiſts, employed by the above Committee, 
arc in no reſpect under the direction of the Soziety, 


Principal 
Donations. 


( 12 ) 
but which are all carefully recorded in their books, and 
remembered with gratitude, ſhall, in this Report, ſtate 


thoſe only of chief magnitude; ſome of which are 
princely indeed ! 


The firſt in point of time as well as extent, which 
claims attention, is that of the late Lady Viſcounteſs 
Glenorchy, who, upon two ſeveral occaſions, manifeſt- 
ed her confidence in and beneſicence to the Society. The 
firſt was in the year 1776, by a donation of L. 1200, 
for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing a chapel of eaſe, and a ſa- 
lary to an ordained clergyman of the church of Scot- 
land, in the extenſive pariſh of Killin, in the highlands 
of Perthſhire, bordering upon the county of Argyle; — 
and to the diſtrict of the pariſh ry Killin, committed to 
the charge of the miniſter of this chapel, is added part 
of the pariſh of Glenorcby, both together comprehend- 
ing an extenſive tract of country, and a numerous body 
of inhabitants, fituated at a very great diſtance from 
their reſpective pariſh churches, -a much needed and 
moſt uſeful inſtitution, to which the late worthy Earl of 
Breadalbane eſſentially contributed, by furniſhing a houſe, 
offices, and glebe, for the accommodation of the clergy- 
man. The incumbent of that chapel, ſettled there by 
Lady Glenorchy's recommendation, ſtill continues faĩth- 
fully to diſcharge his duty in that ſtation. 

Hep Ladyſhip's ſecond bounty to the Society was ſtill 
more conſiderable, viz. L. ooo, bequeathed by her will 
to the Directors of the Society, for promoting the gene- 
ral objects cf the iuſtitution; in the firſt place within the 

| eſtates 
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eſtates of 8 and Sutherland; but under this 
expreſs proviſo, that the proprietors of theſe eſtates 
ſhould co-operate with the Directors in carxying on their 
plans for the benefit of the people on theſe eſtates z 
failing of which, the money to be beſtowed upon the 
general objects of the inſtitution in the, Highlands and 
Iſlands, The proceedings of the Directors, in conſe» 
ſequence of this legacy, were ſtated at large to the pub - 
lic, in the Appendices to the Anniverſary Sermons of 
1790 and 1791. | Suffice it here only to mention, that, 
in conſequence of the hearty co-operation of the preſent 
Earl of Breadalbane, and his men of buſineſs, with the 
Directors, in a plan jointly concerted between them, 
the one half of the intereſt of the legacy was, and conti- 
nues to be, laid out for promoting religion, literature, 
and induſtry, upon that eſtate. 

The. other moiety, in conſequence of the noble pro- 
prietors of the eſtate of Sutherland having declined to u- 
nite with the Directors, is devoted to the general pur- 
poſes of the inſſitution in the Highlands and Iflands at 
large. 

The next great donation to the Society was that of 
their munificent unknown benefactor, in the year 1790, 
of L. 10, ooo in the 5 per cent. annuities, transferred to 
the Society, without any reſtriction or limitation what- 
ever, for promoting the general objects of the Society in 
the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland. | 

The next and {till more ſplendid one, and for the ſame, 
purpoſes, was that of L. 20, ooo, bequeathed to them by 
a Dutch nobleman, Peter Hugueton, Lord Van Vry- 


houven, 


0 E 
houveh, which, according to the terms of the will, has 
been veſted in the 3 per cent. annuities, in name of the 
Society, by the truſtees named in the will, who have 
ated in the moſt honourable manner in the diſcharge of 
the truſt repoſed in them. 

Paſſing over ſeveral other ſmaller donations, the Com- 
mittee ſhall mention one other benefaction only, among 
thoſe lately received, vrz. that of the late pious and be- 
nevolent Miſs Gray formerly of Teaſſes; who, by her 
will, directed L. 2000 to be paid to the Society at the 
firſt term after her death, and L. ooo more upon the 
lapſe of certain annuities ſpecified in her will. The an- 
nuitants having ſince failed, the whole ſum of L. 3000 
has been paid to the Society for the general purpoſes of 
the inſtitution, without reſtriftion. It is nothing more 
than juſtice to the memory of this excellent Lady, to 
mention that, during her life, ſhe gave to the Society 
a donation of L. 500, for the purpoſe of erecting a charity 
ſchool in-Edinburgh, or its immediate vicinity, which ſhe 
had the ſatisfact ion to ſee eſtabliſhed, and in wn 
condition before her death. 


Having given this ſhort account of the great be- 
ne factions lately beſtowed upon the Society, the Com- 
mittee thall proceed to ſtate the whole funds and revenue, 
as they actually exiſted rſt May 1995, — together with 
an abſtract of the expenditure for the year immediately 
preceding. The accounts of the current year are not yet 
made up, nor is it poſſible ;—the ſalaries are not yet 


paid ; the accounts are not as yet all brought in; nor 
2 | are 
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are the ſavings, in conſequence of deaths among the teach- 
ers, and other cauſes, as yet aſcertained. 

The following account of the funds and revenue oof the 
Society, together with the abſtract of che expenditure, 
extracted with great care and fidelity from the books of 
the Society, was examined by the Committee, found to 
be juſt, and 1s ſubmitted to the General Meeting, as an 
accurate ſtate of their affairs. 


STATE of the Funps belonging to the Society | 
at eb eren 1795. 


GOO FEs8TaTts. 


The Eſtate of Calrouſt in Denis 
- purchaſed in 1751, for Z. 3200 
The Eſtate of Glenriddell in che County of 
Dumfries, purchaſed in 1792, fort 5750 
The Eſtate of Whitecaſtle in Lanarkſhire, 
purchaſed in 1793, for - - 3000 
Heritable Subjects in Edinburgh, including 
the price of the New Hall, - 2392 


— — 


Price paid for Heritable Property, I. 14, 342 


GOVERNMENT 
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GOVERNMENT FUNDS. 


Brought « over * 14,342 oO 0 

IL. e: 5 7—3 per cent. Conſolidated 3 

Fr Thi annuities L. 576 3 . FC 0 
500: 0: 2 04 per cent. | 4⁰⁰ © © 
I0,000:0: o=5 per cent. 10,000 0 © 


28,844: Tg: 4—3 per cent. 22 
reduced 17,306 16 10 


6300145 


5 — 28 283 oO 2 
N Lent on Heritable Securities 30,333 6 8 
—— on Perſonal Security "44 7055 14 4 
The Eſtate of Catworth in Hunting- | 
donſhire, the Revenue ariſing from 
which is deſtined to be applied in 
Foreign Infidel countries? - I200 © © 
Total Stock, including cum I. 81,214 1 2 
- PURPOSES 


„N. B. The Eſtate of Catworth was divided and incloſed in 
1780, in conſequence of an Act of Parliament, the expence af 
which, amounted at Martinmafs 1783, to L. 873: 14: 5d, which, 
with the intereſt falling due on it, was to be retained out of the 
rents, till the whole ſhould be extinguiſhed ; which bag prevented 
the Society from drawing any Revenue from that Eſtate, till this 
debt be paid off. At Whitſunday 1795, a balance ſtill remained due 
of L. 55 t 14: 4, which will be paid out of thegurrent year's rents. 
Prior to the inclofing Act, the rents were regularly applied towards 
propagating the Goſpel in North-America, though by the deed of 
gift, the Society arc not confined to that country alone. 

2 | ö 


n 
PURPOSES for which the Stock of the Society 
is deſtined, 
1. To the objects of the Firſt and Second 


£ | Patent in the Highlands and Iſlands 
of Scotland - — J. 76,540 1 6 
2. To the amount of Wheelock's Eſta- 
bliſhment, being for the Benefit of 
Moor's Indian School, L. 2256: 15: 6 
Capital; — L. 68: 0:8 Savings, — 2324 16 2 
3. To ſum ſpecially deſtined to 
a America, whereof the Capital 
, Stock is i 15. 3 
1 Ditto not to be conſidered | 
as Capital, but at the 
diſpoſal of the Directors 316 12 8 
8 Total to America 1031 #7 11 
2 4. To Foreign Infidel countries, where- 4 
ES of the Capital Stock is L. 83 6 8 
8 Ditto not to be conſi- 
e of, | dered a Capital 33 16 11 
ich, To the value of the Ef- 
the tate of Catworth, ap- 
ted plicable to do. 1200 © „ 
this | 4M coo 
0 Total for Infidel countries 1 317 3 7 
rds 4 | 3 
„ Total Stock as before L. 81,214 1 2 
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APPLICATION of the Revenue deſtined for 
the Objects of the Firſt and Second Patent. 


Salaries to ſchoolmaſters on the firſt patent 1 27520 © 


Ditto to miſſionaries and catechiſts 6 © 
Burſaries to ſtudents in divinity having the Gae- 

lic language - > 9o o © 
Salaries on the fecond patent — 461 © © 
Expence incurred this year for printing the Gae> 

lic bible — GE 367 © © 
Land tax, repairs, and contingencies upon lands 

and houſes, eſtimated at - - 39 0 0 


Salaries to officers of the ſociety; viz. to the 

treaſurer, bookholder, and clerk, 251 each 

and 131 to the beadle - EO 87 o * 
Incidents, eonſiſting of books to ſchools, allow- 

ance to candidates for travelling charges com- 

ing to Edinburgh, for examination, printing, 

poſtages, advertiſements, ſtationary, &c. = 300 0 0 


Annual Burdens to which, the Society is ſubjected: 
VIZ. 
To the poor of the pariſh of Tynron, 
in terms of the will of John Gib- 
fon, Efg. * L. 13 oO 0 


** 


Carried over L. 13 0 0 L. 448 0 00 


To 


TA 


(a) 
Brought over L.13 © © 4408 0 6 
To the poor in the Charity Work- 
houſe of Edmburgh, in terms of 
the will of Mr. Wm. Hallowell 5 o © 
To the children of the deceaſed Rev. 
Mr M*Vean, in conſequence of a 1 
deed of gift by King George I, 15 o » 
To the Rev. Mr. John Mill, in- 5 
tereſt during his life of L. 200 
given by him to the Society 10 0. 0 
To Miſs Julia Wardrop, liferent of | 
legacy of L. 50 " 2M 2 10 © 
To the widow of Francis Grant, 
liferent of her huſband's effects * 
bequeathed to the Society 4 19 10 
To rent of ſchool-houſe for Miſs 


Gray's ſchool, Canongate - 410 © 


54 Ig 10 


Total expenditure L. 4452 19 10 
Deduct, | 
Revenue applicable to the 1ſt and 
2d patents = - L. 3913 19 10 2 
Savings on falaries, by vacancies 
from deaths, want of accommo- | 
dations, and other cauſes 190 @ @ 
— 4103 19 10 
\ ** 
Super- expenditure L. 359 0 © 
There 
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London There is one ſouree of revenue which the Committes 

Cohe con- Hhaye not ſtated, though it is a permanent one, and 
ſerves, along with the circumſtances which have alrea- 
dy been mentioned, to vinditate the Directors fot the 
excefs of their expenditure above their fixed revenue, 
and that is the ſum annutilly collected at the Annivers 
ſary Meeting of the Correſponding Board of the So- 
ciety in London. The reaſon of their not having ſtated 
it is the uncertainty of its amount. 

For many years preceding 1782, the exertions of 
that Board had become languid and inefficient. But 
during the courſe of that year, means were uſed to re- 
vive its drooping ſpirit the Secretary of that Board 
was indefatigable; many new members were added 
men of ' opulence and rank diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 
their gxertions in this cauſe, which they regarded as 
that of religion and their country ; and, on ſeveral oc- 
cafions a very handſome ſum has been remitted to the 
parent board, This ſum, whatever was its amounty- 
never was added to ftock ; but, in conformity, with the 

PQ - intimated will of the Donors, has always been expended 
in the courſe of the year. But 1t 1s to be obſerved 
that this branch of the revenue, although from the na- 
ture of it too ſluctuating to be ſtated as an article of fixed 
income, yet is always counted upom to a certain degree, 

in calculating the expenditure of the enſuing year; that 
is to ſay, a certain ſum is ſuppoſed to arife from the 
contributions at the London Anniverſary, (which is al- 
ways later than the time when the ſcheme muſt be 


made up); and the fact turns out to be ſometimes more 
: and 
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and ſometimes leſs than the calculation. But the ſum, 
whatever it may be, is carefully ſtated in the treaſurer's 
books, and faithfully beſtowed within the year, upon 
the common objects of the inſtitution in the Highlands 
and Iſlands of Scotland. For theſe benefactions, the 
members of the Society in Scotland feel, and think them- 
ſelves bound to expreſs a juſt ſenſe of gratitude to the 
generous donors ; and this they have done, and hope 
that they and their ſucceſsors, while they ſhall enjoy 
the ſame cauſe, ſhall always continue to do in terms 
ſuited to the ſubject. 

Such being the ſtate of the revenue and of the expendi- 
ture of the Society, the members at large, and through 
them the public will be enabled to judge how far a re- 
port circulated with induſtry, is well-founded, viz. 
„That the Society has become ſo rich, as to be at a loſs 
* for objects _ which to beſtow the ſuper-abundanee 
* of their weal 

They will a that ſo far is this from being the 
truth, that the exceſs of the appropriation of their ex- 
penditure above their income, requires an apolpgy from 
the Directors; and this the Committee have demanded 
and received. It is as follows; 


The Committee of the Directors, to whom the mal:- 
ing up of the annual Scheme of Schools, Miſſions, &c. 
is entruſted, have always been accuſtomed (except in- 
deed for two yeftrs immediately after the receipt of their 
great bene factions), to form it upon à larger ſcale than 


their income, ſtriétly ſpeaking, would vindicate; but 


for 


Apology of 
the Direc- 
tors for ex- 
cceding 
their in- 
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for this, they conſidered themſelves juſtifiable by reflect- 


ing; 1/, That conſiderable ſayings ariſe during the 


courſe of the year, from vacancies occaſioned by the 
death or removal of teachers ; and, 2dly, That i in conſe- 
quence of the neglect, in-peegidiag, of thoſe who. petition 
for ſchools, and have them granted upon the uſnal con- 
ditions, to provide the accommodations required by the 
rules of the Society, no ſchoolmaſters are ſent to theſe 
ſtations, and their ſalaries are ſaved : Of this a variety 
of examples occur every year. But the third and great 
reaſon aſſigned by the Directors and their Committee 
for theſe anticipations of revenue, is their dependence 
upon the benevolence of the public, and of generous in- 
dividuals. From this ſource, the funds of the Society 
have ariſen from their ſmall beginnings, to their preſent 
magnitude. Upon the kindneſs of Providence in this re- 
ſpe, the Directors have been accuſtomed to rely, nor 
hitherto have they been diſappointed. 

But if the notions of the exceſſive wealth of the Socie- 
ty which have been :ndutriouſly, they will not ſay iuvidi- 
oy circulated, ſhall be ſuffered to prevail, they will 
in vain look to this ſource in future. The Committee 
thereſore, have no heſitation in giving it as their opinion 
to the Society, that they ſhould ſtate to the public, mat- 
ters as they truly are in this reſpect, and not ſuffer 
vague reports founded in ignorance, to create prejudices 
moſt injurious to the intereſt of rhe Society; and conſe- 
quently of religion and the community, to be rivetted in 
the ine 12055 


The 
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The Committee beg leave to aſſure their conſtituents, 
that ſo far are their fands from being increaſed beyond 
the urgent neceſſities and earneſt defires of the inhabi- 
tants of the remote Highlands and Iſlands, that, in mak- 
ing up their Scheme of Schools and Miſſions, Sc. for 
the current year, the Directors found themſelves obliged 
to reject above thirty petitions for ſchools, beſides ſeve- 
ral for miſſions, in ſituations where they are greatly 
wanted, and where all the uſual accommodations re- 
quired by the Society, were promiſed. | 

The Committee alſo find, that the DireQors were 
laid under the neceſſity of rejecting many petitions from 
ſchoolmaſters in their employment for an augmentation 
of their ſalaries. From looking over the liſt of their 
names and the ſalaries annexed to them, the medium of 


ſalaries appears to be about L. 12: 10s, In remote parts 


of the country, where the people are too poor to be able, 
and too ignoraut to be willing, to pay any thing for the 
education of their children; where corn is not the pro- 
duce of the country, and muſt be imported firſt by ſea to 
the coaſt, and afterwards carried inland, often to a con- 
ſiderable diſtance ; the uſual ſalaries of the teachers, ap- 
pear to be a very inadequate proviſion for a man and his 
family. Gladly would the Directors have increaſed 
them, eſpecially during the late high price of bread ; nor 
have they any other excuſe to offer for not doing ſo, 
than total inability. 

Theſe are facts which the Committee tate with con- 


JF fidence to their conſtituents, and of their authenticity, 
_ the 


Funds of 
the Socicty 
ſtill inade« 


quate. 
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the preceding account of the Society's revenue and ex- 
penditure, furniſhes a ſufficient voucher. 
Having thus'ſtated the funds and revenue of the So- 
ciety, and offered theſe remarks concerning them, the 
© Committee beg leave, in the next place, to ſpecify the 
ſeveral objects to which their funds are devoted, 
The primary and great end of the inſtitution is well 
— deſcribed in the firſt Royal Patent erecting the ſubſcrib- 
ers into a corporation © for raifing a voluntary contri- 
« bution towards the further promoting of Chriſtian 
knowledge, and the increaſe of piety and virtue with- 
*« jn Scotland, eſpecially in the Highlands, Iſlands, and 
% remote corners thereof, where error, idolatry, ſuper- 
« ſition, and ignorance, do moſtly abound, by reaſon 
* of the largeneſs of pariſhes, and ſcarcity of ſchools ;””— 
AS means for accompliſhing theſe important ends, 
the patent proceeds to grant unto them full power to 
* receive ſubſcriptions, donations, ſums of money, lands, 
„ goods and gear, and therewith to erect and maintain 
« ſchools to teach to read, eſpecially the holy ſcriptures, 
* and cther good and pious books; as alſo to teach writ- 
« ing, arithmetic, and ſuch like degrees of knowledge, 
in the Highlands and Iſlands, and remot: corners of 
* Scotland.” 1 | 
Such were the primary and important objects held 
forth to the public, and enjoined by legal authority in 
the conſtitution of this Society. To ſend miniſters of 
the goſpel to theſe remote and then almoſt barbarous 
regions of their own country, was at that perigd utterly 
| beyond 


) 
(= ) 


beyond their power, and even exceeded their hopes. 
Their utmoſt ambition was to /e:2e upon young uatu- 
tored minds, as yet undepraved by vicious habits and 
examples, but utterly deſtitute of all means of cultiva- 
tion ; to reſcue from ſavage ignorance, ſuperſtition, and 
vice; to furniſh them with the means of knowledge 
and grace, and to train them up into a fitneſs for be- 
ing uſeful members of the church, as well as of human 
ſociety.— With this view they erected ſchools in diffe- 
rent parts of the Highlands, where they appeared to be 
moſt neceſſary; and, as their funds increaſed, went on 
from year to year, to enlarge their number. A. ſhort 
ſtatement of the increaſe of their funds, and of the propor- 
tional number of their ſchools, up to the year 1781, has 
been given. In 1983, the number of ſchools; on the 
firſt patent, (that is, for the purpoſes of religion and the 
firſt principles of literature), amounted ta 152. The 
eapital of the Society at that period was L. 34,000. 

The number of ſchools on the firſt patent, in 1795, 
was 323;-the amount of their capital for the improve- 
ment of the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, which has 
heen ſtated in a preceding page, L. 81,214: 1: 2. From 
hence, then, it appears, that the Society have not kept 
the talents beſtowed upon them wrapt up in a napkin; 
and that while they have uniformly and ſteadily adhered 
to the great objects of the inſtitution, they have employ- 
ed efforts to promote them in exact proportion to the 
means with which from time to time they were furuiſhed. 


it 
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If there are any who imagine that the he, or even the 
great object of the Society, in appointing ſchoolmaſters, 
2s to teach the children to read Engliſh, to write, and 
keep accounts (though theſe are moſt uſeful and impor- 
tant purpoſes to Society at large, as well as to the indivi- 
duals\, ſuch perſons are moſt widely miſtaken. The 
grand and important end which the Society do, and al- 
ways have propoſed to themſelves by their appointments, 
is the SALVATION OF souls. This object no efforts of 
human ſagacity, diligence, or perſeverance, can command. 
Men can only employ rational and probable means for ac- 
compliſhing it, and humbly implore the divine bleſſing 
to crown them with ſucceſs, 

The ſcriptures of truth, it will be e by 
all Chriſtians, are the grand engine which the Spirit of 
God employs for enlightening the dark and ignorant 
mind, and leading it to the ſaving knowledge of the Goſ- 
pel. But, from this means of ſalvation the greateſt part 
of the inhabitants of thoſe diſtricts, where Soriety 
ſchools are now eſtahliſhed, were unfortunately pre- 
cluded. Their vaſt diſtance from pariſh churches, the 
intervention of mountains and rivers, and arms of the 
ſea, and bays, and moraſſes, at all ſeaſons z and, in win- 
ter, frequent inſurmountable barriers of ſnow, at once 
prevented their going to the uſual places of worſhip to 
hear it preached, and preſented like obſtacles to the ac- 
ceſs of cheir ſtated miniſters to them: Few of the inhabi. 
tants comparatively, (not one in an hundred of the com- 
mon people), could read ; and, though they had been a- 
ble, 1n the only language which they underſtood, no 

| books 
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books were written. Add to all this, what preſented 
the moſt formidable difficulty in the way of their im- 
provement, they were too much unenlightened to be 
ſenſible of their own deplorable condition, or deſirous of 
the means of removing it. 


The great object of the Society from the beginnidg 
bas been, and till is, to fend the ſcriptures to the High- 
landers, and to teach them to read them. Their efforts 
were for many years confined to the Engliſh tranſlation, 
judging it one of the beſt modes of promoting the uſe of 
that language among the Highlanders, and conſequently 
the knowledge of the various means of civil and reli- 
gious improvement which that language affords; and 
they were certainly ſucceſsful in the attainment of that 


object in no common degree. Thouſands of the natives 


of the remote Highlands have, by means of their ſchools, 
attained to ſuch knowledge of the Englith language as 
qualified them for intercourſe with the inhabitants of o- 
ther parts of the Britiſh empire, and for-derrving all 
the improvement which that language affords; and not 
a few of theſe have riſen toeminent ſtations in various 
departments both at home and abroad. But while they 


acquired the Engliſh, and the firſt principles of litera- 


ture, we have the beſt reaſon to believe that, ſince the 
commencement of this inſtitution, thouſands, by means 
of it, have attained to what is infinitely more valuable 

ſerious impreſſions of religion upon their minds. 
A paſſage from the Appendix to the Anniverſary Ser- 
mon of 1789, is much to the preſent purpoſe ; page 5g. 
« The 

( 
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22, 
The Secretary had the pleaſure to be aſſured by many 


of the clergy of the ſeveral countries through which he 


e paſſed, (in his viſitation of the ſchools of the Society,) 
s that the greateſt ſatisfaction which they derived from 
« their private miniſterial duties, aroſe from the profi- 
* ciency of ſuch of them as had been bred up under the 
* tuition of the Society's ſchoolmaſters.“ In number- 
leſs letters from various parts of the Highlands, the like 
teſtimony is given by miniſters. It would be extraordi- 
nary indeed, if ſuch effects were not to follow from the 
uncommon pains which the Society beſtows in order to 
produce them. 


Candidates for their employment as ſchoolmaſters, 
are required to repair to Edinburgh in order to undergo 
an examination concerning their qualifications, by two of 
the Eccleſiaſtical Directors. They muſt produce atteſ- 
tations of their moral and religious character, and then 
are tried not merely upon reading and ſpelling Engliſh, 
Writing, Arithmetic, and church muſic, but alſo, and 
moſt particularly, upon their acquaintance with the E- 
vangelical ſyſtem ; and their fitneſs for communicating 
the knowledge of it to others. Deficiency in this laſt 
article is the cauſe of the rejection of many; ſuch as 
are found to poſleſs ſome tolerable portion of knowledge 
of the doctrines of Chriſtianity, and concerning whom 
hopes are entertained, that, not want of capacity, or of 
reliſh for them, but of opportunity of inſtruction, has 
been the cauſe of this defe& ; are placed under the care 
of one of the approved teachers of the Society, and kept 

in 
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in town for their improvement, at the expence of the 
Society, often for many weeks together, From time to 
* time, theſe are tried hy their original clerical examina- 
) tors, and it is not till they are certified by them as qua- 


2 lified, that they are put upon the liſt of ſuſtained candi- 
# dates. When appointed to a ſtation in the ſervice, they 
3 ate directed, while with all diligence they teach reading, 
: writing, and other branches of literature, ſuited to the 
. claſs of people to whom they are ſent, to make it their 
f firſt endeavours to communicate to the minds of their 
ſcholars, the principles and impreſſions of religion; and 


for that purpoſe, to catechiſe them frequently; to pray 
in their ſchools morning and evening, to teach them to 


pray; and in a word, to uſe their beſt endeavours to im- 

, print deep upon the minds of youth, a ſenſe of God and 
religion: Beſides this, every ſchoolmaſter is ex officro the 

catechiſt of the diſtrict where he is ſtationed, and in- 

ſtructed to employ the time he can ſpare from the ſchool 
on week days, and particularly the time of the vacation, 

| in this exerciſe; and on Lord's days, in diſtricts where, on 
account of diftance, or other impediments, the people 

have not acceſs to church, to meet with them for the 

Purpoſes of religious worſhip and inftruftion. From the 
private letters of pious and worthy clergymen in different 
parts of the Highlands and Iſlands, and from the reports 
of the viſitors of their ſchools, whom the Society have at 
different periods commiſſioned to travel through the 
eountries where they are ſtationed, the Committee are 
authoriſed to ſay, that many of the Society ſchoolmaſters, 
in the capacity of cateckiſts, have been eminently uſe- 
ful 
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ful to the intereſt of religion. In remote parts of the 
country, where, on account of extreme diſtance, or un- 
ſurmountable natural obſtructions, the people have no 
acceſs to ſtated places of worſhip, they aſſemble on Lord's 
days with the ſchoolmaſters, often in number to the 
amount of ſeveral hundreds ; the ſchoolmaſter preſides 
among them in prayer and praiſe ; —reads to them por- 
tions of the ſcriptures in their own language catechiſes 
the young people in the hearing of the reſt, upon the 
principles of religion, as contained in the Aſſembly's Ca- 
techiſm, analyzes and explains that excellent compend of 
ſound religion and morals ; —frequently reads to them 
Baxter's Call; —Allan's Alarm, or other pious books 
tranſlated into Gaelic ;—and there are among their num- 
ber not a few who have procured, and fluently render 
into Gaelic, Engliſh Sermons, and other books of piety ; 
—Doddrige's Works, and Henry's Commentary on the 
Bible, are fayourite authors for this purpoſe. with ſome 
of them. A * 
Theſe things the Committee ſtate upon the moſt un- 
queſtionable evidence; and they aſk with confidence, 
whether, 1a ſuch circumſtances, human ingenuity could 
deviſe means better adapted to promote the Knowledge 
and the influence of religion? True it is, that all So- 
ciety ſchoolmaſters are not bleſt with the ſame talents, 
nor poſleſs the fame degree of zeal. In ſo numerous a 
claſs of men it were unreaſonable to expect this; but 
the eccleſiaſtical directors are at the utmoſt pains to find 
proper men; and it is not a little ſurpriſing, conſidering 


the depreciated value of money, the high prices of the 
necellaries 


(33) 


neceſſaries of life, and the ſmallnefs of their falaries, that 
fo many men of ability ſhould be found in the lift. 
Moft of them, it is well known, do conſcientioufly, and 
to a oertain degree ſucceſsfully,” diſcharge their duty. 
And thouſands now in heaven, it is believed, give thanks 
to God for the opportunities of religious knowledge 
which Society ſchoolmaſters afforded ane and Ness 
. e — h 


— 


The Conmittce cannot help regrittiiy that men ſo e- 


minently uſeful, notwithſtanding of late and confederable 


augmentations, ſhould ſtill be ſo poorly provided in ſala- 
ries, their emoluments, in many ſtations, being literally 


nothing. In many places, the people, fo far from craving to 
have their children admitted into ſchool, maſt be courted 


to ſend them, though they receive both books and edu- 
cation' for nothing. The Committee are ſatisfied (as has 
been already mentioned) that it would be moſt grateful 


to the Directors to augment their ſalaries, and that ere 


long this muſt be done; though they are ſenſible that, 


in the preſent ſtate of their fands, it can only be dope by 


diminiſhing the number of ſchools, 1 


The Committee now beg leave to turn the attention 
of their conſtituents to the next object in point of im- 
portance upon the firſt patent, to which the funds of the 
Society are devoted, and that is the appointment of Miſ- 
ſionary miniſters to various ſtations in the Highlands and 
Iſlands of Scotland. 

This, as has already been mentioned, was not one of 


the objects originally propoſed to the Society, The nar- 
E rowne(s 
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rowneſs of their funds for a long time permitted then 
not to extend their views to a meaſure of ſuch expence. 
It was not till after the large acceſſion to their capital by 
the donation of their unknown benefactor, and the legacy 
of Lord Van Vryhouven, that it was adopted as a branch 
of their general plan. It is true that they had two miſ- 


ſionary miniſters upon their ſcheme long before this, 


one at St Kilda, and another at Strathfillan, which laſt 
has been already mentioned: but both of theſe were in 
conſequence of ſpecial grants deſtined for their ſupport; 
for the one, by Alexander M*Leod, Eſq. late advocate in 


Edinburgh; for the other, as has been ſtated, by Lady 


Glenorchy. 

The reaſons why the Directors propoſed, and the So- 
ciety adopted, the meaſure of eſtabliſhing miſſions in the 
Highlands and Iſlands, were ſtated at lengtli to the pub- 
lic, in the Appendix to the Anniverſary Sermon, 1791. 
It was the ſubject of the fifth article of the ſcheme pro- 
poſed for laying out the then newly acquired additions 
to the funds of the Society. Before carrying that ſcheme 
into effect, the Directors and the Society wiſhed to have 
the opinion of the Public, and eſpecially of thoſe who 


were beſt acquainted with the ſtate of the Highlands and 


Iſlands, concerning its aptitude and propriety ; and, in 
conſequence, not only were no objections offered, but 
thoſe who were moſt competent to decide upon the ſub- 
ject were warm in their approbation of it in all its parts, 


The reaſons why the Society reſolved to employ part 
of their lately acquired revenue in the eſtabliſhment of 
Miſſionary 


os. Is, 


Miſſionary miniſters, were, the vaſt extent of pariſhes, 


the exiſtence of natural obſtructions to intercourſe be- 
tween miniſters and people, and the people's being de- 
prived, in conſequence, of miniſterial inſtruction, and of 
the ordinances of the Goſpel. 


The Committee for managing the Royal Bounty have 


done what in them lay to ſupply this deficiency of labour- 
ers in the vineyard ; for, beſides 22 catechiſts, they em- 
ploy 26 miſſionary miniſters' in various parts of the 
Highlands, where they appeared to be mot eſſentially 
needed. But, notwithſtanding of this, they who are ac- 
quainted with the ſtate of theſe countries, know well, 
that, although twice the number of miniſters were ſent 
to them, ſtill they would not be by half fo well ſupplied 
as the far greater part of the Lowlands of Scotland. The 
funds of the Committee on the Royal Bounty, ſtretched 
to their utmoſt extent, can maintain no more miſſionaries 
than they already do. The Directors and the Society at 
large were of opinion that they could not employ a part 
of their newly acquired revenue in a manner more be- 
neficial to the intereſt of religion and their country, nor 
more conſonant to the ſpirit of their inſtitution, than by 
appointing a few miſſionaries in diſt ricts where they 


were greatly needed, and where proprietors or others 


were willing to give the accommodations which the So- 
ciety deemed neceſſary for the comfort and reſpecta- 
bility of the miniſters to be employed by them in that 
ſervice, 
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- The only Miſſionaries in the employment of the So- 
ciety, beſides the two already named, viz. thoſe of 5t 
Kilda and Killin, are, 

1. One in a large diſtrict of country between the pa- 
riſhes of Killin and Kenmore, called the miſſion of Loch- 
tay, extending to both fides of the Loch, and including 
between eight and nine hundred ſouls. | 

This Niſſion was erected in conſequence of Lady 
Glenorchy's Legacy, for the benefit of the Bredalbane 
Eſtate, and was part of the plan concerted by the Earl 
and his men of buſineſs on the one part, and the Direc- 
tors and Officers of the Society on the other; by which 
plan it was agreed, that the Society ſhould pay the one 
half of the ſalary, (which originally was but L. 40 per 
annum, but has fince been augmented to L. 5 ;) and 
the Earl became bound for the other, beſides furniſhing 
the accommodations; this laſt he has done in a liberal 
manner, having built a comfortable dwelling houſe and 
offices for the clergyman, and aſſigned him a croft of land 
more than ſufficient to maintain a horſe and two cows. 
There ĩs a place of worſhip built upon each fide of the Loch. 

2. The next miſſion in point of time, eſtabliſhed by the 


Society, was that of Loch Eynord, in the pariſh of Brac- 


cadale and Iland of Sky ; a pariſh of great extent and 
populouſneſs, to which the labours of one miniſter were 
totally inadequate, and where the proprietor * has given 
the accommodations required by the Society, in the moſt 


handſome manner, and at a very conſiderable expence. 
The 
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The 3d is that of Weſtmoin, in Lord Reay's country, 
comprehending a large diſtrict taken from three great 
pariſhes, viz. Tongue, Edrachillis and Durneſs ; where 
the Miſſionary, on account of the interſeAions of the 
country, by arms of the ſea, has to officiate in three dif- 
ferent places of worſhip ;—a few tackſmen on the eſtate 
of Lord Reay, who have leaſes of conſiderable length, 
have furniſhed the required accommodations. A 4th is 
at Newbyth, in the extenſive pariſh of King Edward, 
and ſhire of Banff, in conſequence of a mutual tranſac- 
tion between the Society and the proprietor* ; who, much 
to his honour, though of a different religious perſuaſion, 
has not only taken care to have the accommodations fur- 
viſhed, but become bound for the one half of the ſalary 
to the clergyman, or L. 25 per annum. A 5th miſſion 
has been agreed upon, though not as yet fully eſtabliſh- 
ed, owing to the accommodations not being in readineſs, 
at Dunbeath, which is to include a portion from each 
of the two great, pariſhes of Wick and Latheron in 
Caithneſs, comprehending a large tract of country, and 
no leſs than 1 50 ſouls. Sir John Sinclair of Ulbſter, 
the principal heritor, has become bound not only for 
the accommodations, but for the one half of the ſalary. 

Theſe are all the miſſions which the funds of the So- 
ciety have as yet enabled them to eſtabliſſi: many mote 
are wanted, more have been earneſtly petitioned for, 
and the accommodations offered, But the ſtate of the 
Society's income and expenditure, exhibited in the pre- 

ceding 
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ceding pages, afford ſufficient evidence of the inability 
of the Society to comply with theſe requeſts. 

Meantime, it gives great ſatis faction to the Commit- 
tee, to be able to ſtate that the'miſſions already eſtabliſh- 
ed, have fully anſwered the purpoſes of their erection. 
As their reſpective miſſionaries were ſettled with the 
concurrence, and indeed at the ſolicitation of the pro- 
prietor, miniſters, and people concerned; ſo the conduct 
of every one of them has vindicated the character previ- 
ouſly given of him, as well as the expectations of the 
Directors. — Evangelical in their doctrine, and faithful 
and laborious in the public and private duties of their 
office, the Society are warranted to entertain the belief, 
that all of them without exception, are moſt uſeful and 
ſucceſsful miniſters of the Goſpel. 


It is proper, that in this part of their Report, the 
Committee ſhould take notice, that two of the regula- 
tions of the Society, with reſpect to the ſchools and 
miſſions, have given offence, and excited complaints in 
various parts of the Highlands and Iflands ;—theſe are, 

Firſt, that before the appointment of either Miſſiona- 
ry miniſters or ſchoolmaſters to ſtations, the Directors 
muſt have evidence, that all the accommodations which 
they require, are in a ſtate of readineſs for their recep- 
tion. 

And Secondly, that the Society ſchools ſhall be vi- 
ſited, and the annual reports concerning them ſubſcrib- 
ed, by two miniſters at leaſt, of the preſbytery of the 


bounds, 
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The firſt of theſe is objected to, becauſe in ſome parts 
of the Highlands and Iſlands, where ſuch eſtabliſhments 
are peculiarly wanted, and where the proprietors are not 
willing, and the people not able, to furniſh the accom- 
modations, their petitions are rejected. This is com- 
plained of as harſh and ſevere to the common people, 
whoſe inability is their misfortune, and not their fault. 

This objection to the eſtabliſhed rule and practice of 
the Society, has been ſo often urged, that the Commit- 
tee were ſurpriſed to find it of late again brought for- 
ward in terms as ſtrong as if it had been entirely new. 
Referring to the late publications of the Directors, in 
which this matter is fully diſcuſſed ; the Committee ſhall 
here only ſtate, in general terms, the reaſons on which 
their requiſition for accommodations to their ſchool- 
maſters and Miſſionary miniſters is founded. 


The accommodations which they require for ſchool- 
maſters are, A comfortable dwelling-houſe for himſelf and 
family ;—a room of a ſufficient ſixe for teaching in, fur- 
niſhed with glaſs windows ;—tables and forms ; - fuel 
driven gratis ;—a Tail. yard, and fodder, or, what they 
rather chooſe, as much ground as will furmſh a ſufficient 
quantity to maintain a cow ſummer and winter. 

Theſe are not to a proprietor very expenſive articles; 
yet to a ſchoolmaſter in the country they are abſolutely 
neceſſary to his comfortable ſubſiſtence. If not furniſh- 
ed to him by thoſe who derive the immediate benefit of 
his ſervices, he muſt purchaſe them out of his ſalary, 
and in that caſe a much larger ſum would be requiſite 

thaa 
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than the Society can allow to teachers on their eſtabliſh- 
ment. But from the preceding ſtatement of their funds, 
and their ſcheme of expenditure, it appears evident that 
the revenue of the Society is already exhauſted upon the 
objects of the inſtitution according to the preſent plan; 
and if they were to augment the ſalaries, they would be 
obliged of neceſlity to diminiſh proportionally the num- 
ber of their ſchoolmaſters. This, they are perſuaded, 
would not be conſidered either by the members of the 
Society, or by a diſintereſted public, as a meaſure friend- 
ly to the intereſt of religion and the country. 

The Society mourns over the unhappy fituation of 
the people in theſe ill-ſated diſtricts which have fallen 
to the lot of illiberal proprietors, who will not ſubject 
themſelves to a trifling expence for the ſake of a bene- 
fit ſo important to the people on their own eſtates, and 
earneſtly defired by many of them, as education to their 
children; but the Society have no power of compelling 
ſuch proprietors to attend to the dictates of ſound po- 
licy, as well as of benevolence ; they can only manage 
the funds under their care, according to rules founded 
in the wiſdom of their predeceſſors, and ſanctioned by 
their own obſervation and experience. 

By requiring accommodations, they can erect a great- 
er number of ſchools, probably by a third part at leaſt, 
than if they required none. Accommodations are in 
fact given, in ſtations where they are highly proper and 
neceſſary, to as many ſchoolmaſters as theſe funds ena- 
ble them to employ. Many more ſchools are ſolicited 
upon theſe terms than they can erect; why then ſhould 
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they depart from general and eſtabliſhed rules in favour 
df the unfortunate diſtricts where theſe rules will not be 
tomplied with, and thus bring upon themſelves a juſt 
charge of partiality ? As has been repeatedly mention- 
ef in their publications, the grand object of the Society 
is to be uſeful in the moſt extenſive manner poflible ; 
to embrace within the range of their inſtitution the 
grenteſt number of ſouls who require their aid; and whe- 
ther theſe are ſituated in this or that corner of the coun- 
try is to them and to the public of no moment. 

Theſe reaſons vindicate to their own minds their ad- 
hering to the eſtabliſhed rule of the Society, as to the 
point in "queſtion. The public at large, they are per- 
ſaaded will accord with them in ſentiment. Miniſters, 
and others, fituated upon the eſtates of ungenerous High- 
land proprietors, who, by refuſing the accommodations, 
deprive the people on their eſtates of the benefit of So- 
ciety ſchools, may well be ſuppoſed to feel deeply for 
the unhappy fituarion of their pariſhioners ; . and though 
they ſhould complain, even in ſevere terms, they may 
be borne with and forgiven. 8 | G 
The ſame ow principles apply to the requiſition of 
the Society, for accommodations to their Miſſionar Y, mi- 
niſters.—The accommodations which the Society require 
for the Miſſionaries whom they appouit, are, A decent 
houſe for public wor ſhip i in every lation where it is frated- 
ly performed ;---a comfortable dwelling-houſe for bim. 
fel, If ;---a barn, cow-houſe, and fable ; and as much ground 
as will maintain a horſe and two cows during the whzle 
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year. They were ſtated at length to the public when 
this meaſure was firſt adopted ; and, ſo far as the Socie- 
ty knew or heard, this part of the plan obtained univer- 
ſal approbation. 

But ſince that period, ſome miniſters of Highland pa- 
riſhes, the enormous extent of each of which would re- 
quire the labour of ſeveral paſtors, but where the accom- 
modations are refuſed by proprietors, have loudly com- 
plained of a regulation which deprives them of the benefit 
of this part of the Society's plan. They contend that Miſ- 
fionaries may be as uſeful, and in fa& that thoſe of the Com- 
mittee on the Royal Bounty are as uſcful, as if they were 
accommodated in the manner required by the Society.— 
The Committee do no mean to call in queſtion the uti- 
lity of Miſſionaries deſtitute of accommodations. Good 
men, faithful ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, and zealous in 
the work of the miniſtry, will be uſeful and reſpected, 
whatever may be their outward condition and the hard- 
ſhips under which they labour ;—but the Committee 


beg leave to ſay, that the Society proceeded on this part 


of their plan upon facts which they had good acceſs ta 
know, and which will not be diſputed by any one who is 
acquainted with the fituation of moſt of the Miſhonaries 
of the Committee on the Royal Bounty in remote parts 
of the Highlands and Iſlands. 

An account of it was ſtated in the Appendix to the 
Anniverſary Sermon of 1791. The Committee, ſatis- 
fied of its truth, beg leave again to bring it forward to 
view. | 
The falaries of the Miſſionary miniſters (appoint- 
« ed 
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« ed by the Committee on the Royal Bounty) ſomewhat - 
vary; but do not ata medir.m exceed L. 30. Small as 
« this appointment is, it is as much as the limited fund 
of the Committee enables them to give. And when it 
« is conſidered that the far greater number of Miſſion- 
« aries appointed by them have no dwelling-houſes, and 
no accommodations of any fort, ſave what they pay 
« for out of this ſmall allowance, it is not to be wonder- 
« 8 that the majority of them, diſſatisfled with their ſi- 
tuation, ſhould look out with anxiety for better ſettle- 
ments, or that their attention and efforts ſhould ever 
« be directed to this object. 
It is impoſſible, in the nature of things, that men ſo 
c ſituated can enjoy the reſpect, or diſcharge the duties 
« of the paſtoral office with the authority of miniſters, 
« conſidered as connected with their people by the tie 
« of comfortable accommodations, and an adequate in- 
« come, Add to this, that few of them comparatively 
4 have churches, or even decent h adapted to the 
« purpoſe, for conducting the worſhip of God. Moſt 
of them have different ſtations, often at a great diſ- 
« tance from one another, where they are bound to of- 
« ficiate. At theſe places the people of the diſtricts 
% convene on the previouſly appointed Lord's Day; 
„ when the weather is tolerably favourable, they aſſem- 
„ble on the fide of a hill, or ſomewhere in the open 
air, and when it is otherwiſe, in ſome bara or cow- 
„ houſe, but the fitteſt which they can find for the pur- 
“ poſe in the neighbourhood. In ſuch circumſtances, 
« the 
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« the poor Miſſionary, after travelling on foot through 
„ muirs and moſſes, clin hing hills, and wading rivers, is 
* obliged to preſide in public worthip, and when the 
* fatigues of the day are over, has perhaps the ſame, 
* or a ſimilar journey to perform, before he can obtain 
lodging or refreſhment.” 

« When theſe facts are conſidered, (and they who are 
e acquainted with the countries referred to, know that it 
« is no exaggerated deſcription), the Directors of the 
« Society will not ſurely be blamed; if, as a prelimi- 
ce nary condition to- the eſtabliſhment of every miſſion 
ie upon their funds, they ſhall inſiſt upon having the ac- 
4 commodations above-mentioned, furniſhed to the mi- 
te niſter. They are in themſelves moſt reaſonable ; they 
« are eſſential to the comfort and teſpectability of men 
& in their office; as well as to decency and propriety in 
t the conduct of public worſhip. Provided in theſe, and 
te jn the ſalary propoſed, the miniſters will not regard 
ce their miſſions as mere temporary appointments, but as 
« ſettlements in which they can live in comfort and in- 
dependence; their people will regard them, (if they 
« approve themſelves worthy of it,) with the reverence 
« due to fixed paſtors, and attend to the religious ordi- 
© nances which they adminiſter with comfort and edifi- 
« cation. 

«& As to the exfence of pluin houſes, (and plain houſes 
be alone, if comfortable, and adapted to their ſeveral pure 
* poſes, will be required), it cannot be great, as the 
e tenants will, without doubt, chearfully furniſh the cars 


* 11@ges ; and that proprietor mult have a limited in- 
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« come indeed, by whom it would be felt oppreſſive. 
&« And as to the ſo much dreaded alienation of land to 
« churchmen, it is to be «bſerved, that the few acres 
* which may be granted to a Miſſionary miniſter, will 
© not be of the nature of a glebe, legally and irredeem- 
e ably annexed to a living, on the eſtabliſhment ; they 
* will be given only during (and revocable at) pleaſure. 
The tranſaction will be of the nature of a covenant, or 
* bargain between two contracting parties. The Socie- 
« ty, on the one part, ſhall agree, that while the ſtate 
« of the diſtri& ſhall require ſuch an eſtabliſhment, and 
te the proprietor or proprietors, ſhall continue to afford 
the ſtipulated accommodations, they ſhall allow to the 
« Miſkonary miniſter there, ſuch a ſalary as ſhall be 
« ſpecified in the agreement. The terms on the part of 
« the proprietor will exactly correſpond. 

« Neither party, it is to be preſumed, will ever act a 
t part ſo abſurd, as, without evident neceſlity, to violate 
« the conditions of a tranſaction of this public and im- 
« portant nature; but this much it ſeemed neceſſary to 
« ſuggeſt, in order to remove the apprehenſions of the 
« Society's defign, to lay perpetual unalterable burdens 
upon landed property.“ 

To prevent the apprehenſion of landholders, that the 
Society wiſh to entail a perpetual burden upon highland 
eſtates, the Committee think it proper here to mention 
what was publiſhed in the following Appendix, viz. in 
that of 1792; * that the Directors aſk no ſecurity for 
the duration of the accommodations which they re- 


% quire, but for the incumbency of individual miniſters, 
| 66 to 
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« to be renewed, or not, as ſhall be mutually agreed 
upon as vacancies occur.“ 

After what has been ſtated on this head, the Com- 
mittee flatter themſelves, that their conſtituents notwith- 
| ſſtanding the objections which have been urged againſt 
=_ . the -meaſure of demanding accommodations for their 
j Miſiionaries, will ſee reaſon to confirm their former ap- 
probation of this part of their plan. Experience has 
vindicated the wiſdom and propriety of it. The worthy 
clergymen on their eſtabliſhment, are placed upon ſo in- 
| dependent a footing, as to have no temptatian to ſervility 
of ſpirit, no cauſe to be diffatisfied with their condition, 
and no inducement from the want of comfortable ſubſiſt- 
ence, to devote their time and attention to ſecular em- 


The Committee think it neceſſary now to turn the at- 
tention of their conſtituents to that regulation of the So- 
ciety by which two members of every preſbytery are re- 
quired to viſit and report concerning each of the ſchools 

of the Society within their diſtricts. This is confidered 
and complained of as a hardſhip by ſome miniſters, and 
even by collective bodies of the clergy in the Highlands 
and Iflands, as inferring diſtruſt in the individual miniſ- 
ters in whoſe pariſhes Society ſchools are ſtationed, and 
ſubjecting preſbyteries to unneceſſary hardſhips ariſing 
from extreme diſtance in many caſes, as well as from 
ferries, bad roads, and frequent bad weather. 

The Committee upon enquiry, find that there was good 
'reg/on for the adoption of the rule in queſtion. The great 
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object of the Directors is, to receive accurate informa- 
tion concerning the ſituation and conduct of the teachers 
in their employment, in order that grievances may be 
redreſſed, and abuſes rectiſied. To obtain information, 
that can be depended upon, from diſtant places, when the 
intereſt of parties oncerned leads to withhold it, is at all 
times difficult, In thoſe countries eſpecially where 
powerful influence, and that of connexion by blood and 
clanſhip, are ſtrongly felt and ated upon, it is ſo in a 
peculiar manner. This the Directors have found to their 
experience, in a degree ſcarcely to be conceived by thoſe. 
who have not been accuſtomed to inveſtigate facts in ſuch, 
countries. To obtain the knowledge that was neceſſary 
to enable them to. carry on the buſineſs of the Society 
with ſatisfaction to themſelves, and utility to the great 
purpoſes of the. inſtitution ; the Society commiſſioned 
their preſent ſecretary to travel for that purpoſe, through 
the various countries where their ſchools are cltabliſhed, 
viz. in the Highlands of Perth and Angusſhire,—and in 
the counties of Argyle, Inverneſs, Roſs, Moray, Banff, 

Cromarty, Sutherland, and lowlands of Caithneſs and 
the whole of the weſtern Iſles from Lewis to Arran in- 
cluſive. The Highlands of Caithneſs, Lord Reay's coun- 
try, and the Iſlands of Orkney and Shetland, he has not 

yet been able to overtake. The reſult of his enquiries 

during four ſummers that he employed in traverſiug theſe 

remote parts of the country, afforded much uſeful infor- 

mation to the. Directors; the outlines of which, in vari- 

ous Appendices to their Anniverſary Sermons, have been 

laid before the public. The plan of the Secretary's vi- 
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fitations is meant to be perſevered in, till it ſhall be com- 
pleted, But notwithſtanding the reports which, from 
time to time have been furniſhed by the Secretary or other 
viſitors appointed by the Society, annual preſbyterial re- 
ports concerning the ſeveral Society ſchools within their 
bounds are abſolutely neceſſary, and are required by the 
fundamental and eſtabliſhed rules of the Society, Till 
theſe are received and marked by the Secretary or Clerk, 
and an order given in conſequence upon diſcharges, the 
Treaſurer is prohibited to pay any ſalary. 

A form for theſe reports has been tranſmitted to all the 
teachers on the Eſtabliſhment. By it the viſitors are 
required to give a faithful account of the character, and 
conduct of the teacher, in every branch of his duty, 
and of the preſent ſtate of his accommodations. 

A Committee of neighbouring miniſters were from the 
beginning required by the rules of the Society, to viſit 
and report concerning their ſchools. And this regula- 
tion was for many years faithfully complied with. 
In proceſs of time, however, the zeal of the clergy re- 
laxed, and the viſitation and examination of the dociety 
ſchools were attended only by the miniſter of the 
pariſh, with perhaps a few of his elders and pariſhion- 
ers. The Report, prepared before hand by the ſchool- 
maſter, according to a form which had been tranſmitted 
by the Society, was year after year conceived in the 
ſame terms, and ſubſcribed as a matter of courſe by 
thoſe who were preſent. 


If the ſchoolmaſter was negligent in his duty, or 
reprehenſible in his conduct, motives of compaſſion, and 
| fears 
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Fear of taking upon himſelf the blame of depriving u 
man, and perhaps a family, of bread, prevented the mi- 
niſter from accuſing him to his conſtituents. If ke was 
not provided in accommodations according to the rules 
of the Society, he was equally averſe from reporting the 
truth upon this head ; becauſe the conſequence might, 
and probably would be, a ſuppreſſion of the ſchool, and 
he would bring upon himſelf the reſentment of the pro- 
prietors, by publiſhing their criminal inattention to the 
beſt intereſts of their people; and that of his pariſhion- 
ers, by depriving them of a public benefit. 

It is evident from this repreſentation of what has ac- 
tually occurred in hundreds of inſtances, that the Direc- 
tors of the Society muſt have been often kept totally in 
the dark with reſpect to the ſituation of many of their 
ſchools and ſchoolmaſters, and conſequently at a loſs how 
to conduct themſelves with reſpe& to them. To reme- 
dy this defect as far as rules could accompliſh it, the So- 
ciety ſome few years ago adopted the regulation com- 
plained of: viz. That two members of the preſbytery 
* at leaſt ſhould viſit their ſchools, and fign the Report, 
* which moreover in no caſe ſhould be written by the 
tc ſchoolmaſter, but by a clerk to be choſen by the Com- 
* mittee of viſitors, and to be formed upon their actual 
« obſervation of facts.“ A ſtranger miniſter, it was 
preſumed, could not be under the ſame inducements to 
conceal or palliate the truth as the miniſter of the parith, 
and would more readily ſubje& himſelf to blame from 
proprietors and pariſhioners, if any blame ſhould ariſe 
from making known the real ſtate of things, To this 
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regulation the Society are determined to adhere ; and 
except in caſes of real neceſſity, to which the Directors 
always have, and it is to be hoped always will pay at- 
tention, when ſtated to them, they will certainly in future 
refuſe payment of falaries to. ſchoolmaſters where it 1s 


not complied with. 


This may be thought a hardſhip upon the poor teach- 
ers, who may ſuffer in conſequence, although in no re- 
ſpect to blame; but the Directors have it always in 
their power, nor have they ever been accuſed of wanting 
the diſpoſition, to attend to the grievances of the deſer- 
ving teachers whom they employ. It is eaſy for them 
to remove perſons of this character from ſtations where 
the neighbouring clergy will not give themſelves the 
trouble to comply with the rules of the Society ; and 
let the blame of the loſs ſuſtained in conſequence by the 
people, fall where it is due. The Society pretend to ex- 
erciſe no authority over miniſters ; but they muſt be al- 
lowed to manage the funds entruſted to them, according 
to thoſe maxims which experience has taught them to be 
beſt adapted for promoting the important ends of the in- 


ſtitution. 


The tranſlating, and printing of the ſcriptures in the 
native language of the Highlanders of Scotland, although 
conſtituting no part of the ordinary expenditure of the 
Society, yet is an object of too intereſting conſequence, 
and has been attended with too much expence, to be 
paſſed over in ſilence in this report. 

In the year 1767, the New Teſtament was tranſlated 


in Gaelic by the Rev. James Stuart, the late worthy mi- 
niſter 
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diſter of Killin ; and an impreſſion of 10,000 copies was 
publiſhed at the expence of the Society. That impreſ- 
ſion being now completely exhauſted, a new edition, con- 
fiſting of no leſs than TWENTY THOUSAND copies, is in the 
preſs, and it is hoped will ſpeedily be publiſhed. To the 
exceſſive attention and ſcrupulous fidelity of Dr Stuart 
of Luſs, in correcting ſome few errors which had crept 
into his father's excellent tranſlation, 1s to be aſcribed 
the delay which has taken place in the publication of 
that work. The Directors had indulged the hope, that, 
long ere this time, it would have been in the much need- 
ed circulation. The Committee, however, are happy 
to be informed that the preſs work of that great im- 
preſſion is now at length nearly completed. 

Io the ſame cauſes is to be imputed the very long de- 
lay which has taken place in the publication oſ the re- 
maining volume of the tranſlation of che Old Teſtament 
ſcriptures. The Pentateuch, long ago publiſhed, exhi- 
bited ſatisfying proof of the uncommon abilities of Dr 
Stuart as a tranſlator. That performance, conſidered by 
competent judges as a ſtandard of the Gaelic language, 
ſufficiently vindicates the Directors for having commit- 
ted to the author of it the poetical parts of the Old 
Teſtament. In this part of the work he was engaged for 
many years. The impatience of the Directors, and of 
the public, ſeem to have no influence upon the man 
whoſe great aim is to do juſtice to his own character, 
and to the ſacred and important nature of the work. No 
gonjecture needs to be hazarded as to the time when he 
will finiſh, The Directors cannot pledge themſelves for 


what 
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what depends upon a perſon over whom they have no 
controuling power, and who expects no other remunera- 
tion for his labours than the conſciouſneſs of ſerving his 


countrymen in their moſt valuable intereſts. 


Suffice it here to ſay, that, as ſoon as it ſhall be finiſh. 
ed, the Directors declare it to be their determination to 
fulfil their engagement to the public, viz. to circulate 
the old edition, and with all expedition, as their funds 
ſhall permit, to print a new edition, correſponding in 
type and ſize with the edition of the New Teſtament 


juſt about to be publiſhed. 


The expence which has already been incurred in car- 
ry ing on this great work of publiſhing the Scriptures in 
Gaelic has amounted to L. 1987: 9: 6; and it is to be 
computed that L. 1285: 19: 5 more will be needed to 
complete the plan propoſed : In all L. 3273: 8: 11 *. 


* Paper and printing the firft impreſſion of L. I. 4. 
the Gaclic New Teſtament in 1767 + | 645 4| ©' 
Binding do. . — — — | 166|13] 4 


paper and printing the firſt three volumes 


of the Old Teſtament — - 1342 5 6 
5 7 * « 31? 5! © 
Will {:11 coſt to finiſh the vol. now printing} 173 8 | 


Binding do. 


Already paid for the new 12mo edition of 
the New Teſt. conſiſting of 21,400 copies] 246.15 
Will {til} colt about - - - 6671 7 


© 
0 
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The 


Total expence of tranflating and printing the above 
editions of the ſcriptures, about - - - 
Of which paid by contributions - - - 


Paid, or to be paid, from the Society's fund 
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The ſum is, no doubt, conſiderable ;—but of that ſum, 
in conſequence of an Act of the General Aſſembly, to 
that effect in 1782, and renewed by the Aſſemblies of 
1733 and 1784, above L. 1600—were collected in about 
350 pariſhes, out of the 960 into which Scotland is di- 
vided, The reſt did not comply with the act, and made 
no collection. The remainder muſt be defrayed out of 
the ordinary funds of the Society. But to what nobler 
or more important object can the funds of this charity be 
devoted, than to furniſh to our countrymen in the High- 
lands, the Scriptures of truth in their native language? 


Concerning the other objects to which the attention 
of the DireQors, and the funds of the Society are devoted, 
a very few words may ſuffice, 


Upon the Second Patent, the object of which is, the 
encouragement of induſtry, the Society maintains 94 
fchools, at which it is computed, (for the returns from 
theſe ſchools, are neither ſo regular nor ſo exact as from 
thoſe on the firſt,) are educated about two thouſand three 
hundred and fifty young people, chiefly females ; for ia 


reſpe& of induſtry and the domeſtic arts ſuitable to their 


ſex, women in the Highlands are ſtill farther behind 
other parts of Scotland, than the men, The DireQors 
have had the ſatisfact ion to find that, in conſequence cf 
their ſchools, numbers of young women, even in the 
more remote iſlands, who till within theſe few years, 
were totally unacquainted with the moſt common and 
neceſſary branches of female induſtry, are now able, in 
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virtue of their progreſs in them, to gain a comfortable 
ſubliſtence for themſelves, 


Burfariesto The next ſtated obje of public importance to which 

ſtudents in | "THE" , , 

Divinity, the funds of the Society are deſtined, is a penſion or bur- 
ſary to each of fix ſtudents in Divinity ſpeaking the 
Gaelic language. | | 

This was one branch of the plan propoſed to the pub- 
lic hy the Directors, in the Appendix to the Sermon of 
1791, for the employment of their then lately acquired 
funds. This part of the plan, highly reliſhed by the 
public, has been ſtrictly carried into execution, and the 
Committee have r#afon to believe that it has been alrea- 
dy, and will in future be attended with the happieft ef- 
feds. | 
Young men of genius, who have finiſhed their courſe 

of Philoſophical ſtudies at one of the Univerſities, are 
often obliged, from want of funds to fupport the expence 
of a regular courſe of Theological ſtudy, to ſpend the 
vears which the laws of the church require, to be em- 
ployed in it, in teaching public ſchools, or children in 
private families, often in remote parts of the country, at 
a diſtance from the feats of learning, and all the uſual 


means of improvement. To attend the Divinity-hall for 
a few days, and deliver one difconrſe in a Seſſion, is with 
many, the only public advantage they derive from a 
Profeflor of Divinity. The conſequences it is eaſy to 
ſuppoſe. The Directors were of opinion that they could 
not do a more material fervice to the intereſt of religion 
ig thoſe parts of Scotland where the Gachc is ſpoken, 

| | than 
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than to contribute towards the maintenance of a few able 
and pious young men, underſtanding that language, while 
they attend a regular courſe of Theological ſtudies. 


The method which as the Committee are informed, is 
followed in the election of Burſars, bids the faireſt that 
ean be deviſed for making a proper choice. It is remit- 
ted to the Eccleſiaſtical Directors (generally four in num- 
ber). Upon a particular day, previouſly intimated, an- 
didates are invited to attend at the hall of the Society ; 
to bring with them atteſtations from the various Profeſ- 
ſors under whom they have ſtudied; that they have at- 
tended a regular courſe of philoſophy? As alſo certiſi- 
cates, from the miniſters of the pariſhes where they have 
chiefly reſided, of their moral and religious character; 
when theſe prove ſatisfaftory, they are then examined 
upon their progreſs in the Greek and Latin languages, 
and in the Sciences of Logic and Moral Philoſophy ; and 
it is not till the Examinators are ſatisfied, as to theſe va- 
rious points, that they are ſuſtained as Burſars of the 
Society. 

By a regular and ſteady perſeverance in this plan, 
there is every reaſon to hope, that by the bleſſing of 
God, ſome able, pious, and well educated young men 
will be trained up in ſucceſſion to ſupply vacancies as 
they ſhall occur, in the miniſterial oflice, in the High- 
lands and Iſlands of Scotland. 


The Annual Burdens to which the funds of the Socie- 
ty are unavoidably ſubjefcd, are ſtated with ſufficient 
perſpicuity 


Method of 
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peripicuity in the preceding account of their expenditure, 


and upon this branch of the ſubject, the Committee 
think it unneceſſary to add any man to the . ſtate- 
ment of facts there given. | 


The Zncidental Expences of the Society, can ſcarcely 
be aſcertained withi any degree of preciſion, They arc 


eſtimated in the preceding account at L. 300 per an- 


num. And when it is conſidered that out of this ſum 
the various ſchools of the Society ate to be ſupplied with 
books, viz. Bibles, Gaelic and Engliſh, New-Teſta- 
ments, Spelling- books, catechifms, &c. Schoolufiaſters 
to be removed (at the expence of the Society,) from one 
ſtation/to another, often remote; travelling charges to 
be allowed to candidates coming to, and often refiding 
in Edinburgh for their improvement, for many weeks 
together;—poſtages of the/numberlefs letters which the 
pteſent extenſive ſcheme of the Society vecafions, toge- 
ther with the other articles mentioned in the abſtract ; 
the ſum will not be thought too great. It rather in- 
deed appears to be beneath than above the truth. 


0 1 — 


AMERICAN FUNDS. 


Fon a particular account of JF TS at pact oh 
the Society which is known by this name, the Commit- 
tee muſt refer to the account written by Mr Belſches, 
and publiſhed in 1774, the work formerly mentioned 


with deſerved approbation. A particular detail of theſe 
2 | funds, 
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funds, and of the proceedings of the Directors in the 
management of them, would ſwell this report into an in- 
tolerable fize. To give a ſhort and general, but if poſ- 
ſible, a clear and diſtinct idea of them, is all that the 
Committee can attempt. 

By their firſt Patent, the Society were authoriſed, 
not only to endeavour to ſpread the knowledge of the 
Goſpel in the remote parts of their own country, but 
to employ their efforts, « for propagating the ſame in 
* W and Infidel parts of the world.” 


For many years, the narrowneſs of the income of the 
Society, prevented them from extending their views be- 
yond the limits of their own country, which preſented a 
ſphere of uſefulneſs ſufficient, and far more than ſuffi- 
cient, for their funds and their benevolent exertions. 
But in the year 1717, Dr Williams, a diſſenting clergy- 
man in London, having bequeathed to the Society his 
eſtate of Catworth in Huntingdonſhire, © to have and to 
« hold as long as the Society continues to carry on the 
attempt for the converſion of Infidel countries, and the 
members of the ſaid Society are permitted to be freely 
elected, the Society began to take proper meaſures 
for fulfilling the condition of this valuable legacy. 


The rents of the eſtate of Catworth, then amounted 


to about Ly8 per annum. This ſum, it is evident, 
could go but a ſhort Why indeed, in the maintenance of 
Foreiga Miſſionaries ; and it was not till long after the 
death of Dr Williams, that they were enabled to do 
any thing effectual towards the execution of his will. 
| H At 
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At length in the year 1732, they obtained from the go. 
vernor, and general Court of the Province of Maſſachu - 
ſetts, an aid of L. 300 per annum of their currency, ta 
three Miſſionaries to be appointed to labour for the con- 
verſion of the North American Indians in thoſe ſtations 
which ſhould, be named to them. The Society accor- 
diugly appointed three perſons who had been recom- 
mended to them by the ſaid Governor and general Court 
of Maſſachuſetts to be, Miſhonaries ; allowed to each of 
them L. 20 Britiſh per annum; and directed them to las 
bour among the Indians, on the borders of New Eng- 
Many other Miſſionaries, and with various ſalaries 
were appointed fince that period; among whom were 
the two excellent Brainards, David and Jobn, eminently 
pious men, and moſt zealous in the important work in 
which they, were. engaged. At the preſent time, Mr 
Kirkland (educated at Moor's Indian ſchool, for the of- 
fice of Indian Miſhonary, and eminently qualified for it), 
and Mr Sargeant, recommended by the correſponding 
Board of Boſton, labour in the employment of the So- 
ciety, for the canverſion of the Oneida Indians n. 2 
ſalary of L. 59 Britiſh each, 


The ſucceſs of the Miſſionaries, among the north A. 
merican tribes, has been very various. The Society 
have allowed all, and more than all that was beſtowed. 
upon them, for conveying the bleſſing of the Goſpel ta. 
theſe ſavage nations; yet the Committee are ſorry to be 
under the neceſſity of reporting to their conſtituents, that 

4 . the 
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the fruit upon the whole, has not correſponded to the 
labour beſtowed. The accounts of the funds collected, 
or bequeathed, for Chriſtianizing the North American 
Savages, and carrying the Goſpel to infidel countries, 
have been moſt accurately kept, and may be inſpected 
by any perſon who wiſhes for particular information 
upon that head: Theſe will ſhe that the Society have 
been faithful Fruſtees for the public in the management 
of theſe funds ;—and that in falaries to Miſſionaries and 
ſchooImaſters, —in books and preſents of various ſorts to 
the Indians, they have expended more than they re- 
ceived, | 
Though the Committee cannot enter into a particular 
detail of the operations of the Society, upon this branch 
of their truſt, yet they think it incumbent upon them to 
atld a few obſervations for explaining the ſtatement given 
in the preceding abſlract of their aceounts, of what uy 
are accuſtomed to call the American Funde. 
They may be divided into three heads: 

rſt, Money collected throughout Scotland, or given 
by individuals, for the ſpecial purpoſt of conberting 
the Indians of North America; mounting in all to 
L. 1031: 7: 4, of which, L. 714: 15: 3, are Capital 
ſtock ; the intereſt of which only can be expended, the 
reſt of the ſum, viz. L. 316: 12: 1, the Donors have 
declared not to be a permanent capital, but that it may 
be wholly employed on the purpoſes for Which it wWas 
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The ad Article of theſe funds, conſiſts of money col- 
lected through Scotland, in 1767, and the immediately 
following year,- upon the recommendation of the Society, 
and placed under their direction, for the benefit of a par- 
ticular inſtitution in North America, called Moor“ In 
dian School, which was eſtabliſhed by Doctor Wheelock 


_ at.Lebanon, in the province of Connecticut in the year 


1754, for the purpoſe of training up young men, partly 
Engliſh, and partly Indian, for being Miſſionaries and 
ſchoolmaſters to the different Indian tribes, 

In 1771, this ſchool was removed from Lebanon to 
Hanover, in new Hampſhire, and incorporated by Royal 
Charter, with Dartmouth College, founded about that 
time. Till the interruption of the correſpondence be- 
twixt this country and America by the war, the intereſt 
of the money collected for this charity ſchool continued 


to be regularly paid; ſanguine hopes were then enter- 


tained, that it might have been productive of much ad- 
vantage to the benevolent purpoſe of its inſtitution. 

At the concluſion of the war with the colonies, the 
correſpondence between the Society and the Managers 
of Moor's Indian ſchool was renewed, and the balance 
due to that charity was paid up; but doubts began then 
to be entertained, that the money tranſmitted was not 
applied to the original purpoſes of the inſtitution. The 
Directors wrote repeatedly for ſatisfaction upon this 
hcad ; they did not obtain it. They then wrote to their | 
Correſpondent Board at Boſton, requeſting of them to 
and a deputation of their nuncber to Dartmouth College, 
du order to make a full inveſtigation into the ſtate of 

Moor's 
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Moor's Indian ſchool, and to furniſh them with anſwers 
to a ſet of queries which they tranſmitted to the Board 
with reſpe& to it. Two reſpectable members of the 
Correſponding Board, were accordingly named as Com- 
miſſioners; they travelled to the ſpot, and tranſmitted to 
the Society the iſſue of their inveſtigation; from which 
it appeared, that though the buildings in that College 
appropriated for Moor's Indian ſchool, are ſtill kept up, 
and the Americas funds deſtined for its ſupport, applied 
to no other purpoſe, yet that, ſince the year 1785, no 
youths. of any deſcription, whether Indian or White, 
have received edueation there. The reaſon aſſigned for 
this by Dr Wheelock, ſon of the Founder, and his ſuc-. 
ceſſor as Preſident of Dartmouth College, is the want of 
the former remittances from this country. But from 
his not having renewed his attempts, during ſo many 
years, to fulfil the object of the inſtitution, the Direc- 
tors did not find themſelves at liberty to anſwer his de- 
mands for money ;—they remitted the matter to the con- 
ſideration of their Law Committee, and directed them to 
report, how far they are at liberty to alienate the money 
collected for this charity, ſeeing it is not devoted to the 
purpoſes of it, and employ it upon miſſions, either to 
the American Indians, or to other Infidel Nations ? 

The Law Committee, gave it as their unanimous opi- 
nion, That the Society were not at liberty to beſtow 
this money upon any other object than that for which 
« it was collected; but that no part of it ſhould be tranſ- 
% mitted to Dartmouth College without ſatisſactory evi- 
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dene being firſt obtained, thit pede yh 
was fulfilled.” 
The ſalary of Mr Kirkland, viz. L. ge per annum; 
who was educated at Moor's Indian ſchool, has been all 
along, and ſtill continues to be paid out of this fund; 
the reſt of it remains in the hands of the Society, for 
which they are aceountable to the public 4 the amount 
both of the eapital and of the intereſt is ſtated in the 
Nn. abſtract. 


The 3d branch of the fund called Americas, conſiſts 
firſt, of money given or bequeathed at different periods, 
and by different perſons, to the Society; for the conver- 
ſion of Foreign Infidel Nations at large. —(This from the 
preceding abſtract, appears to be but a ſmall ſum indeed; 
yielding an intereſt only of L. 4: 13:9). And, fecondly, 
of the eſtate of Cat worth in Huntingdonſhire, bequeath 
ed by Dr Williams for the fame general purpoſe. The 
rent of that eſtate, previous to the year 1780, amounted 
only to about L. 68; but in that year, as has been alrea- 
dy mentioned, an Act of Parliament was obtained for in- 
cloſing, dividing, and improving the eſtate; the expence 
of which, and of the improvements made in conſequence 
of it, amounted to L. 873: 14:7; but the value of the 
land was ſo much increaſed, as to afford a rent of L. 160 
ſterling; at which, it is now let to a ſufficient ternary 
who is alſo bound to pay the whole taxes, rates and pay- 
ments, chargeable on the farm, except the land tax aud 
quit rent. The expence of the Act, and of theſe im- 
provements, conſtituted a debt upon the eſtate, which is 
not 
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not yet completely, but now very nearly, paid up the 
balance being only L. 55:14: 4. When that debt ſhall 
be, extinguiſhed, the Society will be enabled to beſtow 
the whole rent of the eſtate, as they formerly did before 
the incloſing Act, in ſupporting a third Miſſionary to the 
North American Indians, or to employ it in propagating 
the Goſpel ainong ſome other foreign infidel nation, 
where thece may Pear to be the * W 
of ſucceſs. 

Upon the whole, with reſpett to the Penh. Funds, 
it appears that the Society have annually a a ſum of 
L,41: 5; which they are bound to employ for the con- 
verſion, of the North American ſavages, By maintain» 
ing one Miſſionary among them at the. ſalary of L. 50 
it appears at firſt. ight, that they exceed the ſum appro»; 
priated for. that purpoſe, to the amount of L. 8: 15 an» 
nually. 2 

For the propagation of the Goſpel | in eben 
without being reſtricted to America, they have the ſmall 
annual ſum above-mentioned of L. 4: 13: 4; and the 
rent of the eſtate of Catworth, amounting een to 
L. 164: 13: 4. 

By employing this ſum along with the fund appro- 
priated to America, the Society long indulged the hopes 
of doing eſſential ſervice to religion, by the converſion 
and civilization of numbers among the ſavage tribes. 
In theſe hopes, they were for many years encouraged by 
flattering accounts of the progreſs and ſucceſs of their 
Miſſionaries in that country; which they believe to have 


been well founded. But of late, they have begun to en- 
| tertain 


Salaries of 
the Socic- 
ty'sofficers, 
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tertain doubts u upon that head; they have written to their 
| Correſponding Board at Boſton upon the ſubject, and re- 


queſted of them to ſend a deputation of their number to 


the Oneida country, the ſphere in which the Miſſionaries 


of the Society now labour, to examine into the ſtate of 


Religion in theſe Miiſions; the manner in which" their 


Miſſionaries conduct their miniſterial work, and the ef- 
fects of which it has been productive. They have fur- 


| niſhed the deputies to be ſent with a ſet of moſt particu. 


lar queries, to which they have defired ſpecific anſwers 
to be returned, Theſe anſwers they 1 now look for with 
much anxiety ; and according to them the Society will 
decide, whether to continue Miſſionaries in North Ame- 
rica, to the amount of the whole ſum in their diſpoſal 
for ſpreading the Goſpel in foreign parts; or reſtrict 
to that country the ſum appropriated for it, and devote 
the remainder to any other infidel country, where Pro- 
vidence may open up to them a proſpect of greater ſue- 
ceſs. The iflue ſhall in due time be laid before the pub- 
lic; from which they wiſh to conceal no part of their 
proceedings, and to which they ſhall always hold them- 
ſelves accountable. 1 

Upon the whole, the Committee are ſatisfied, that as 
this branch of the truſt repoſed in the Society, has hither- 
to been faithfully managed ; ſo are they alſo, that their 
intentions with reſpect to it in future, are pure and ho- 
nourable. 


The falaries of the officers of tlie Society, are the next 
article of fixed expenditure which claimed the attention 
of 
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of, the, Committee. Heretofore, it was the practice of 
the Sogiety, to ſtate in their accounts, the falary allow- 
ed to the Secretary of the Correſponding Board in Lon- 
don, which was formerly L. 20 per annum; but in the 
year 1778, was | augmented by that Board, with the con- 
ſent of the Directors in Edinburgh, to L. 31 10. As 
the money is collected by 1 that Board, and the whole of 
their diſburſements and expence of management laid out 
by them at their pleaſure, it appeared to the Directors 
unneceſſary to take into their accqunts one article only 
of the expenditure of the Correſponding Board. They 
reſolved therefore to receive and enter into their books, 
the accounts of the London Board, of their receipts and 
diſburſements, and nett balance in che very form in 
which they, are tranſmitted them Ly audited and paſt by 
diſtin. ! from their oy own. 5 

The ſalaries, c of the Officers of the Society in Scotland 
are ſtated in the abſtract of the expenditure, at L. 87. 

Three only of the ſuperior Officers of the Society en- 
joy. ſalaries, if ſalaries they may be called, viz, the 
Treaſurer the Bookholder, and Clerk; who previous 
to the year 1760, were allowed L. 20 per annum each; 
but were then augmented to 1. 2 TY The beadle or ſer- 
vant of the Society, f 1 allowed I L. 12 per annum, with a 
free | houſe and ſome confideration, as 5 the Directors ſes 
cauſe, far coals and candles, | 


„ The. bpfingly of the, Treaſungr.. is to receiye and dif- 
oharge the whole revenue of the Society, from whatever 
I 


lource, 


Treafgren. 


Bookhold- 
er. 
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Tource ariſing, and to pay out the ſame in the falaries of 
the teachers in their employment; and alſo whatever 
ſums are appointed by the Directors to be paid according 
to a written order under the hand of the Secretary or 
Clerk, and to keep a regular account of charge and diſ- 
charge, which along with his youchers, is examined 
twice in the year by the Committee of the Directors, 
ſtiled the Commuttee of Accounts, No advantage ariſes 
to the Treaſurer from the uſe of the money of the Socie- 
ty; becauſe it is immediately on its receipt, lodged at 
intereſt in the Royal Bank, and drawn for as it 1s want- 
ed. The trouble of receiving money from ſo many ſour- 
ces, and paying it out in ſuch fmall ſums, to ſo many 
different perſons, and at ſuch various times, as ſalaries 
and orders are actually paid, may eaſily be conceived by 
any man of buſineſs; The cliaracter of the gentleman 
who, from attachment to the inſtitution and its objects, 
acts as Treaſurer to the Society at preſent, is well 
known ;—his fidelity and accuracy in this capacity, cor- 
reſpond to his general eſtimation with the public; L. 25 
per annum, would be no adequate remuneration to a clerk 
for engroſſing the multifarious articles of his accounts. 


The Bookholder's buſineſs is to put the accounts of 
the Society which have been entered in the Day-book of 
the Treaſurer, into regular form; - to make up annually 
a ſtate of the funds and expenditure of the Society, and 
to exhibit the ſame, previous to the making up of the 
ſcheme of fixed expenditure for the enſuing year, for 
the direction of the Sub-Committee on ſchools, &c. 

and 
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and alſo for that of the Directors at large, in what re- 


gards every propoſed plan of expence; far more than 
adequate to a remuneration of L. 25 per annum. 


The employment of the clerk, is to attend all the 
meetings of the Society, of the Directors, and their ſe- 
veral Committees, to take down their Minutes, and en- 
groſs them in their regiſters ;—to write the letters of the 
Society and the Directors, under the ſuperintendance of 
the Secretary, and to tranſcribe them into the letter- 
book, and finally to attend by himſelf or a depute, at 
the office of the Society, two hours every lawful day, 
viz. from eleven forenoon, till one in the afternoon. 
For all this maſs of buſineſs, he is allowed L. 25 per an- 
Theſe three are the only ſuperior officers of the So« 
ciety, who enjoy any ſort of emolument. 


The buſineſs of the Secretary is too well known, to 
require any explanation. | 


The office of Librarian, now filled by a worthy and 
difintereſted man, is of late creation, and found to be of 
the greateſt utility. Thoroughly underſtanding every 
branch of that department, he takes the ſuperintendance 
of the printing, binding, and arranging the books of 
the Society, and directing the tranſmiſſion of books to 
the Society's ſchools when ordered, and checks all ac- 
counts for theſe various operations, The duties of the 
accountant and comptroller, are explained by their 
names; 


Clerk{ 
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names; they examine, check, and controul the Trea- 
ſurer's accounts. | 

The ſeveral Officers who have been laſt named, though 
ſubjected, ſome of them eſpecially, to no ſmall expence 
of time and labour, have no other recompence than the 
conſciouſneſs of contributing towards the ſucceſs of an 
inſtitution which has for its object, the moſt important 
intereſt of a multitude of their fellow citizens, 

With a full conviction of the merit of thoſe deſerving 
Officers, in their reſpective departments, the Committee 
ſhould feel themſelves wanting in their duty both to the 
Society and the public, if they did not ſtate, in the moſt 
forcible terms, the very high ſenſe they entertain of the 
diſtinguiſhed ſervices of their worthy Secretary Dr KRur, 
| whoſe laborious exertions in the buſineſs of the Society, 
and unremitting attentions to its intereſt, are far beyond 
all commendation of the Committee, His extenſive and 
fatiguing expeditions to the moſt remote parts of the 
Highlands and Iſlands, in his viſitation of the Miſſions 
and ſchools eſtabliſhed by the Society, have put them in 
poſſeſſion of a body of information, which could in no 
other ſhape whatever, have been procured ; and his uni- 
verſal ſuperintendance of the affairs of the Society, has, 
in the higheſt degree, tended to promote its general uti- 
ity. The Committee in this general commendation, 
cannot omit taking notice of a particular circumſtance, 
of, they believe, uncommon difintereſtedneſs, on the part 
of- their Secretzry, which ought not to paſs unobſerved. 
When tlie Society's New-hall was finiſhed, and apart- 
ments fitted up in Which it was wiſhed that the Secre- 

tary 
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tary ſhould reſide, for the better ſuperintendance of tlie 
affairs of the Corporation; he would, on no perſuaſion, 
be prevailed on to occupy thoſe apartments, without be- 
ing permitted to pay a rent for them, as a N 
for the accommodation of his PD 

The manner in „ieh the busse of the Society'is 
conducted is the object, to which in obedience to the 
appointment of their conſtituents, the Committee next 


directed their attention. But this is too well known, to 


_ much 0G NEY 


In e with the rules of their del Patent, the 


Society at large meet four times in the year, viz. on 


the firſt Thurſdays of January, March, June, and No- 
vember, and their meetings are always begun and con- 
cluded by prayer; - on the firſt of theſe days, they chooſe 


their Prefident, a Committee of fifteen Directors, their 


Secretary, Treaſurer, Clerk, and other Officers, who 
muſt all be annually elected. At each of their Quarter- 
ly Meetings, a report is given in of the proceedings of 
the Directors, from the time of the preceding meeting, 
and either approved or otherwiſe, as to a majority of the 
Members ſeems proper ;—and inſtructions are given to 
the Directors, when they appear NY as to their 
conduct in future. 

At theſe meetings too, candidates for becoming Mem- 
bers, who have been named at the preceding Quarterly 
Meeting, are elected by the ballots of a majority of the 
Members preſent, 


Of 


General 
Mcetings. 
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Committee Of the Committee of fifteen Directors, three, gene- 


of Ducc- 
tors. 


rally thoſe who have been longeſt on the roll, go out by 
rotation, and other three are choſen in their room from 
the general body of the Members of the Society. 

The Directors, immediately after their election on the 
firſt Thurſday of January, adjourn, and chooſe their 
own annual Prefideat ; they alſo divide themſelves into 
three Committees, one for matters of law, one for ac. 
counts, and one for ſchools and miſſions, 

In the election of theſe Committees, (and indeed with 
a view to them in the election of the body of the Direc- 
tors at large,) reſpect is always paid to the profeſſion of 
the Members, and their qualification for the buſineſs com- 
mitted to them. The Law Committee is choſen from 
among the Lawyers, and men verſant in buſineſs of that 
ſort. 

To them are referred all matters reſpecting the lend - 
ing out and ſecuring the ſtock of the Society; the pur- 
chaſe of property; the giving of leaſes, and every queſ- 
tion in which legal knowledge and inveſtigation are neceſ- 
ſary, Their opinion and advice, maturely though gra- 
tuitouſly given, are the guides of the Society's proceed - 
ings in all buſineſs of this kind, and the Committee have 
the happineſs to think that under the direction of men of 
ſuch weight and reſpectability of character as at preſent, 
and generally do compoſe that Committee, the Society 
are not likely to incur the cenſure either of Courts of 
Law or the Public, 


The 
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The Committee of Accounts are compoſed of Mem- 


bers in the mercantile line, or at leaſt, of men whoſe ö — 
profeſſional habits lead them to familiarity with accounts. 


Although thoſe of the Society are made up by the Book- 
holder, and checked and docqueted ſeparately by the 
Comptroller and Accountant, they are alſo gone over, 
compared with the vouchers, and atteſted by the Com- 


mittee of Accounts, who meet twice in the year for 


that purpoſe, and give in a ſigned report to the Directors 
by whom it is laid before the General Meeting. 
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The Committee on ſchools and miſſions conſiſt of the 
Eccleſiaſtical Members in the direction, to whom are ge- 


Committee 
f AC» 


Committee 
on Schools 
and M.. 


nerally added, one or two more, whoſe knowledge of $915. 


the local ſituation of the Highlands and Iſlands, or of this 
particular branch of the Society's buſineſs, beſt qualify 
them for engaging in it, The principal duty committed 
to them is to form the ſcheme of ſchools and miſſions for 
the enſuing year. Their meetings for this purpoſe are 
annually held in the month of February, in order that 
the ſcheme may be in readineſs for the conſideration, firſt, 
of the DireQors, and afterwards of the General Meet- 
ing on the firſt Thurſday of March; ſo that there may 
be time for circulating it through the different preſbyte- 
ries of the Highlands and Iflands, before the firſt of May, 
the term from which it begins to have effect. All ap- 
plications to the Directors for new erections during the 
courſe of the whole year, for augmentations of ſalaries, 
and for every permanent eſtabliſhment, (excepting ſuch 
as are evidently improper, and as ſuch are at once re- 

| fuſed,) 


| 
7 


( 72 ) 


fuſed,) are referred to the Committee for making up the 
ſcheme. The firſt thing done by that Committee, is to 
conſider the preſent ſtate of the funds of the Society, 
made up and laid before them, as has been mentioned, by 
the Bookholder, and whether any or what additions 
the funds can admit of. They conſider the ſcheme of 
the former year, and what alteration upon it, ought to 


be introduced; the petitions for new ſchools, both on 


the firſt and ſecond patents, and alſo for miſſions; the 
ſtate of the ſeveral diſtricts for which they are requeſted, 
in reſpe& both of populouſneſs, and other local circum- 
ſtances. Schools to be ſuppreſſed, becauſe of the want 
of accommodations, decreaſed population, want, of a 
parochial ſchool, or ſome other adequate cauſe. Teachers 
to be removed from one ſtation to another, old ſuper- 
annuated teachers to be provided for, by a penſion ſuited 
to their particular circumſtances ; new teachers to be 
appointed from the liſt of candidates ſuſtained as quali- 
fied; augmentation of ſalaries to be granted; and, in ſhort, 
every thing conneQed with the ſcheme of the Society's 
eſtabliſhment of ſchools and maſons, both at home and 
abroad. To the Ecclefiaſtical Members of that Commit. 
tee, moreover, 1s referred the examination of candidates 
for employment as ſchoolmaſters in the ſervice of the So- 
ciety, of whom there are always a, conſiderable number, 
more indeed than the Society can employ. It is the eſ- 
tabliſhed rule of the Society, that each candidate muſt be 
examined by two of the Ecclefiaſtical Members ſeparate- 
ly, upon the branches of ſcience formerly mentioned in 
his report, who muſt grant him a certificate of his be- 


ing 
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ing qualified, before his name can be added to the lift of 


candidates, in a book kept for that purpoſe. In that 


book is inſerted, the name of the candidate, the pariſh 
from which he came, together with the report of the 
examinators concerning him, in their own words. Often 
candidates are found deffcient in certain branches, though 
well qualified in others. In theſe caſes, it is a frequent 


practice of the examinators, to order them to remain in 


town for ſome time, for their improvement, under the 
tuition of one of the Society's experienced teachers, and 
a ſuitable allowance for their maintenance is given them, 
out of the funds of the Society: many ſuch, though at 
length ſuſtained and put upon the liſt, do not find employ- 
ment in the ſervice of the Society ; but the money thus 
employed, the Committee think well beſtowed, in as 
much as it tends to increaſe the number of well-qualified 
teachers, throughout the Highlands and Iſlands ; young 
men, who offer themſelves as candidates for Society 
ſchools, are almoſt always guided by a paſſion for being 
teachers of youth, and this commonly impels them to 
continue in that profeſſion, whether employed by the 
Society or not. 75 | 

Such is the outline of the buſineſs of the Sub-Com- 
mittee of the Directors on ſchools and miſſions, and of 
the Eccleſiaſtical Members in particular. The time, 
attention, and labour, to which it ſubjects them, can be 
fairly eſtimated only by thoſe who have particular acceſs 
to be acquainted with their operations. 

The fifteen Directors at large meet twelve times in 
the year, i. e. once in every month, beſides at other 

K times 


Cancluſion · 
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times when occaſions require them to do ſo; they receive 
the reports of all their Sub-Committees ; hear letters 
and papers on the very various branches of Society buſi- 
neſs read to them; direct as to the anſwers to be trauſs 
mitted; and in general, give orders concer ing the 
whole buſineſs and affairs of the Society. Their meet- 
ings commonly laſt at leaſt two hours, and often uch 
longer. Abſentees, witzout a reaſuuable written excuſe, 
(by a bye law agreed to among the Directors themſelves,) 
are ſubjected to a fine, | 

- The utmoſt harmony and cordiality prevail in their 
meetings; the ouly queſtion among the Members 18, 
what is the meaſure beſt calculated to promote the great 
end of the inſtitutioa ; this, calm reaſoning and inveſti- 
gation are employed to aſcertain; Unanimity is the re- 
ſult ; and it is believed, that no Member at preſent in 
the dire cion, ever heard a vote propoled. 


This report has been extended far beyond the original 
intention of the Committee; but they found as they pro- 
ceeded in their inveſtigation, that they could not give a 
tolerably diſtinct view of the ſeveral ſubjects of it, in a 
ſhorter compaſs. It only remains now, that, in obedi- 
ence to the appointment of their conſtituents, they ſtate 
the general effect of the labours of the Society in thoſe 
countries to which they have extended. 

Of theſe, it is ſcarcely poſſible tor the inhabitants of 
the ſouthern and more highly favoured diſtricts of the 
Britiſh Empire, to form an adequate or ſufficiently im- 
preſſive idea, They can ſcarcely conceive a juſt notion 


of 
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of a people living in the ſame country, and under the 
ſame happy form of government with themſelves, ſo far 
behind in every article of civil and religious improve- 
ment, as the inhabitants of the remote Highlands and 
Iſlands were when this Society firſt commenced its career 
of benevolence. But the founders of this charity knew 
them to be ſunk in groſs and deplorable ignorance of the 
firſt principles of true religion, and ſlaves to the moſt 
degrading ſuperſtition ; ſtrangers to the language, the 
literature, the arts, and improvements of evety kind, 
common in the other parts of the Britiſh Ifles ; and multi- 
tudes among them moſt inimical to their lawful Sovereign, 
and the happily eſtabliſhed government of the country, 
both in church and ftate. | 

The men who deviſed this noble inſtitution, had com- 
paſſion upon this woeful condition of multitudes of their 
fellow citizens, and rouſed into exertion the benevolence 
of the public, in order to execute a plan for their relief. 

From the preceding ſtatement it appears, that the de- 
ſign has ſucceeded beyond the moſt ſanguine expectations 
which could have been formed at its commencement. 
The lover of religion and humanity, cannot without 
lively emotions of gratitude to that kind Providence 
which hitherto has watched over this inſtitution, con- 
template the progreſs of it, from its original ſmall be- 
ginnings, to its preſent magnitude, and extenſive ſphere 
of benevolent exertion. 

Of the uſefulneſs and happy effe&s of this charity 
ſome eſtimate may be formed, from conhdering the num 
ber of young people who have received education in ita 

| | ſeminaries, 


6 96. 


ſeminaries, and who, but for them, would in all human 
probability, have been doomed to remain in the deplorable 
1gnorance and barbarity of their forefathers. | 

To have given the exact number of the ſcholars, which 
from the beginning have been taught at the ſchools of the 
Society, would have ſubjected the Committee to more 
labour in ranfacking old books and papers than they 
could ſubmit to; and after all, from the defect or inac- 
curacy of liſts tranſmitted by the examiners of their 
ſchools, calculation muſt ſtill have been neceſſary to ſup- 
ply deficiencies. The Committee therefore judged it a 
more practicable method of afcertaining the truth on this 
head, to adopt an average number of ſcholars at each 
ſchool, and from thence to form a concluſion as to the 
whole. The number upon which, after due confidera- 
tion of all circumſtances, they pitched was fifty, which 
they ſuppoſed to have been taught at each ſchool during 
the courſe of the whole year. This ſurely 1s a moderate 
iuppoſition, and the liſts of laſt year annexed to this re- 
port, will ſuffictently vindicate its fairneſs. They ac- 
cordingly examined into the number of ſchools upon the 
Society's Eftabliſhment, ſince its commencement ; and 
ſuppoſing fifty new ſcholars to have entered each ſchool 
during the courſe of every two years, the number a- 
mounts to no leſs than ,L hundred and eighty fix thou= 
fand, nine hundred and twenty fue. 

The Committee have reaton to believe, that this num» 
ber, large as it is, rather falls below than exceeds the 
truth; but let any deduction which may appear reaſon- 
able be made, the number will till be fo great, as to 

prove 
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prove beyond a doubt, the immenſe utility of this inſti- 
tution. Let it alſo be conſidered, that the benefit of edu- 
cation 15 not confined to theſe individuals only who have 
immediately received it. Theſe children in the uſual 
courſe of things grow up to be ſettled in life, and to 
have families of their own; and being themſelves in- 
ſtructed in the Engliſh language, and able to read the 
Scriptures and other books; many of them, impreſſed 
with a ſenſe of religion, and all of them, it is to be hoped, 
with a conviction of the value of education; they are 
anxious to beſtow it upon their children, Knowledge, 
and books, and the means of rational and religious im- 
provement, are in conſequence ſought after, and circu- 
lated to a wide extent ; and the people riſe in the ſcale of 
rational and intellectual exiſtence to a height, of which 
they themſelves had formerly no conception, But 
teachers on the eſtabliſhment of the Society act not mere- 
ly as ſchoolmaſters to the young, they are catechiſts and 
inſtructors of the old as wel) as young, in the diſtricts in 
which they are ſtationed. In many parts of the country, 
no other means of religious 1:{trudtion or of religious 
worſhip are enjoyed, but what are furniſhed by them ; 
multitudes, by means of them, have been added to the 
Church of Chriſt, and in heaven we doubt not, there 1s 
Joy in the hearts, and ſongs4n the mouths of thouſands, 
on account of the pious labours of theſe humble ſervants 
of Jeſus. 

By means of this inſtitution too, great numbers of na- 
tive Highlanders have received improvements in human 
literature, which otherwiſe they could not have enjoyed, 


by 
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by which they have become qualified for the buftnefs of 
civil Society; and have riſen, in conſequence, to ſtations 
of reſpectability in many different e ts both at 
home and abroad. 

Let it moreover be obſerved, that i in the Society's 
ſchools of induſtry, many hundred females, who others 
wiſe would have been bred up in all the idleneſs, indo- 
lence, and conſequently, vice, to which want of proper 
employment gives riſe, are trained up in the knowledge 
and practice of thoſe arts, which afford employment at 
once, uſeful to themſelves, and moſt beneficial to the 
community. The number of theſe laſt ſeminaries, as 
well as of ſchools for literature, has been of late greatly 
increaſed ; eſpecially in the remote Highlands and Iſlands, 
It is the with and intention of the Directors, to extend 
them to countries where they are ſtill greatly needed, and 
earneſtly petitioned for. If their funds ſhall increafe by 
public or private beneficence, ſo as to enable them to do 
this in a conſiſtency with the ſchools at preſent on their 
Eſtabliſhment : they will certainly do ſo with pleaſure 3 
if nor, it is their determined purpoſe, (and they have 
inſtructious to that effect, from the General Meeting of 
the Society,) to diminiſh the number of their ſchools, 
in the nearer parts of the Highlands, where they have 
been longeſt eftabliſhed ; in order to ſend them to thoſe 
remote diftricts which have hitherto not at all, or but 
ſparingly enjoyed them. 

Upon the whole, if by means of this charity, near 
three hundred thouſand of our fellow citizens, who 


otherwiſe, in all probability, would have been bred up 


in 
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in abſolute ignorance of the principles and duties of good 
Chriſtians, and of good citizens, are early initiated and 
trained up in the knowledge of both; if they have the 
Holy Scriptures both in Engliſh, and in their native 
tongue, diffuſed among them ; if they are taught to fear 
God, to honour their King, to reverence the eſtabliſhed 
Couſtitution of civil Government, to be peaceable and 
uſeful Members of Society in this world, and prepared 
for inheriting the joys of a better; then, it follows, that 
that Society, which has been ſo highly inſtrumental in 
promoting theſe effects, has done eflential ſervice to 
their country, and is entitled to the countenance and ap- 
probation of every good citizen, 

The Committee for themſelves declare, that they 
know of no charitable inſtitution by which ſuch extenſive 
good effects have been produced upon ſuch limited funds, 
and at ſo ſmall an expence of management. They ſee 
benevolence and difintereſtedneſs, prudence and zeal, 
ſtamped upon the whole of the proceedings of the Di- 
rectors; and they heartily pray, that the ſame ſpirit 
may continue to guide them and their ſueceſſors in office, 
and that ages unborn may have cauſe to rejoice in their 
labours of love. 

If by means of public or private beneficence their 
funds ſhall increaſe, the public will reap the benefit in 
an enlarged ſphere of uſefulneſs; and the Directors will 
chearfully ſubmit to the additional labour to whach ſuch 
increaſe will ſubje& them. 

If on the contrary the public, after having had ſtated 
to them the income and the expenditure of the Society, 

mall 


( 8 ) 


ſhall think their already acquired funds ſufficient for the 
purpoſes of the inſtitution, the Directors will without 
murmuring acquieſce. They ſhall make it their conti- 
nued endeavour, to improve to the beſt advantage the 
talents beſtowed upon them, and give thanks to God, 
that they enjoy ſuch noble means of promoting the beſt 
intereſts of religion, and their country, 


WILLIAM ForBrs. 
A. HUNTER, 

Joann GLOAG, 
James Bonar, 
Davin Rein, 
James HALDANE. 
ALEXANDER BONAR, 
WILLIAM SIBBALD. 
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Wy * (TS HALT, 

" Edinburgb, 2d June, 1796. 
Ti Members of the Society in Scotland, for 
propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, having aſ- 
ſembled this day in their own. hall, at one of 
their regular Quarterly Meetings, as appointed 
by their Patent, and advertiſed both in the 
public Newſpapers, and by billets to indivi- 
duals; and being conſtituted by prayer ;—their 
noble Preſident, the Earl of Læven and Melvill 
in the chair :— 

The Minute of laſt General Ms was read, 
appointing a Committee to draw up and give in 
to this Meeting, a report concerning the funds, 
expenditure, and management of the buſineſs 
\ of the Society, as that Minute more fully bears ; 
and that report being called for, the ſame was 
given in, ſubſcribed by all the Members of the 
Committee, excepting Mr Hamilton, now in 
England :—and the ſame being read and conſi- 
dered by the General Meeting, they did unani- 
mouſly approve thereof, as containing a lumi- 
nous and accurate ſtatement of the affairs of the 
Society. They alſo unanimouſly agree, that 
the thanks of this Meeting be returned from 
the chair to the Committee, for the attention 
and pains which they have beſtowed in drawing 

L up 
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up ſaid Report; from which, as well as from 
their own knowledge, they are fully ſatisfied 
that the funds of the Society have been manag- 
ed by the Directors and Officers of the Society 
under them, with the moſt ſcrupulous fidelity, 
and ſtricteſt attention to the great objects of the 
inſtitution ; and they order this Report, authen- 
ticated by the ſignature of their noble Preſident, 
and in the very words in which it is given in, 
to be immediately printed, for the ſatisfaction of 
all concerned. 


Signed in name, preſence, and by appoint- 
ment of the General Meeting. 


LEVEN & MELVILL, PRESsIDEN r. 
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Annual and other Benefuactiont are received by 
The Secretary, Treaſurer, or any of the principal offi. 
cers of the Society in Edinburgh. 


In Lowpox. 
By Thomas Coutts, Eſq. Banker in the Strand, 
William Fuller, Eſq. and ſon, Bankers, Lombard-Street. 
Henry Hunter, D. D. Charles' Square, Hoxton, Secre- 
tary to the Correſponding Board in London, 
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Form of a Bequeſt or Legacy. 


Lem, I give and bequeath the ſum of 
to the Socicty in Scotland 
for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, to be 
applied, either to the general objects of the 
inſtitution, or to ſuch particular purpoſes, 
confiſtent with theſe objects, as the donor 
may think proper. 


N. B. Thoſe who may be pleaſed to fa- 
your this Society with Bequeſts or Lega- 
cies, are intreated to expreſs their intention 
in the very words above directed; and 
particularly to take care that the words, in 
Scotland, be not omitted. 
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